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A DIARY OF Si. IDBLINA 


INTRODUCTION 


Tam writer of the following Diary was 
Clementina, cldest daughéor of tho Tfon, 
William Fullerton Elphinstone, third son of 
tho tenth Lord Elphinstono, and oldest 
brother of Admiral Lord Koith. IIo was 
in tho service of tho Mast India Company, 
of which he bocamo a digoctor, Miss 
Elphingtono was married in 1809 to Captain 
Pulloney Malcolm, 2.N. Sho did in £830, 

Tlor husband was the third sou of George 
Malcolm of Burnfoot noar Langholm, Dum- 
fries-shire, and was born in £768, Ile was 
one of & large family, several of wit” ; 
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obtained distinction in the servico of the 
State, An elder brother, Sir James Mal- 
colm, K.C.B,, saw much active service in 
the Royal Marines, A younger brother 
was Sir John Malcolm, whoso share in the 
“eousolidation of the British Empire in India 
is matter of history. Another younger 
brother was Vico-Admiral Sir Charlos 
- Malcolm. 

Pulteney Malcolm entored the Navy in 
1778, in a ship commanded by his maternal 
uncle Sir Thomas Pasley, Bart., and in the 
years that followed, during which he rose 
from step to step in his profession, he 
served in almost evory part of the. world ; 
through the most.stirring period of the war 

~ with France, he was in command of a.ship. 
In 1818 he becamo Rear-Admiral ;- and in 
the following year was appointed third. in 
command of the fleet engaged in tho war 
with America; in 1815 he commanded the 
squadron which co-operated with Wolling- 
ton's army during tho Waterloo campnign ; 
“in 1816 he was appointed to the cam- 
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mand of the Cape station, which ineluded 
. the island of St. MWoelena, and remained theve 
till July of tho following yorv, THe was 
; promoted to tho rank of Viee-Admival in 
1821, From 1828 to 1881, and again 
from 1888 to 1884, he commanded tha 
. Meditorrancan fleet, In 1833 he was nomin- 
vated: G.C.B., and his death ocewred in 
1838. Tho following pages relate to the 
‘period of his command of the Capo station, 
during which tho contro of interest was St, 
Helena. 

Napoleon sniled tio Sb* Melon on board 
the Northumberland together with Admiral 
Sir George Cockburn, who was entrusted 
both with the naval command of tho station 
and with tho charge of tho ex-lmpovor ; 
thoy avrivod on the Lith October, (815. 
Col, Wilkes was thon Governor of the ishuid te 
undor tho Rast India Company, of whore | 
territories it formod a part. Tn April 1816 
Bir Hudson Lowe reachod St. Uelenn, 
having been appointed to sneceed Col. 
Wilkos as Governor and also to reliovessin, 
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George Cockburn of the charge of Napoleon. 
Sir Pulteney Malcolm, having suceceded Sir 
George Cockbwn in the naval command, 
arrived with Lady Malcolm at St. Tlolena 
on board the Newcastle in Juno 1816. 
Admiral Plampin relieved him in July 
1817, 

A few facts may perhaps usefully be 
stated in order to make the referonces in 
the Diary more casily understood, A Con- 
vention, entered into at Paris, on tho 2nd 
August, 1815, between the allied powors, 
Great Britain, Arfstria, Russia, and Prussia, 
declared that Napoleon was the prisonor of 
the allied powors; that his custody was 
entrusted to the British Government; that 
Ausiria, Russia, and Prussia should appoint 
Commissioncrs io proceed to the place 
assigned for his xesidonce, “who without 
bemg responsible for his custody will assure 
themselves of his presence”; and that Jraneo 
should be invited to send a Commissionoy 
also, In pursuance of this Convention 

o AtSiria appointed Baron Sttirmer, Dus 


. 
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Count Balmaine, and France the Marquis do 
Montchenu, all of whom went to St Helona 
with Sir Pullenoy Malcolm in the Mewoasile, 
Napoleon consistently refused to seo the 
Commissionors in an oficial capacity. ‘Tho 
Govornor, with tho approval of his Govern- 
mont, would not allow any communication 
between him and them in wry other capacity, 
and did what he could to prevent any intor- 
course botweon them and any of the Hrench 5 | 
while Napoleon was apparently willing to 
reecive them as privalo individuals, and the 
members of his suilo wore ewnxious bo 
establish friendly xelations, ‘Tho history of 
evorything relating to the Comuinissionors 
has been fully told in Movsyth’s Vapolean 
at St. elena, and in Barou Stirmer's 
Berichte aus St. Helene 

On the ttth of April, 1816, Gwo Acta of 
Parliament wore passed with referones to 
tho custody of Napoleon, ‘The firat Act 
authorized lis detention, and onipowered 
tho Crown lo appoint the person in whose 
ouslogly ho should be kept, the place gl thin 
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captivity, and the rostrictions undor which 
he should be placed, Ilo was lo bo kept as 
a prisoner of war oxcopl so far as should 
otherwise be ordered; and the person on- 
tausted with his care was 10 use all necessary 
ways and means to prevent rescuo or escape, 
The second Act was intended to prevent 
communication between ships and the island 
of St. Helena. 

The Diary hore printed is spoken of as 
Lady Malcolm’s Diary, chiolly because ib has 
always been so called among the members 
of her family. Somo of tho cnizics vofor to 
interviews at which she was hersolf present, 
and to her own impressions of persons and 
occurrences, and in these casos tho narrative 
may probably be rogarded as hors, Bul’ 
more often the record is of interviows at 
which she was nob present, but hor husband. 
was, In these casos it is cloar that the 
Diary was written from his dictation, Sir 
Hudson, Lowe, in a letlor to Lord Bathurst 
of the 18th May, 1817, publishod in 
“Forsyth, ii, 882, mentions that Sir Pubaney 
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wag in the habit of dictating to Laly 
Maleolm an account of his conversations 
with Napoleon, A loiter too has heen 
preserved from Sir Pulteney to his brother, 
tho Rov. Gilbert Malvoln, of the bth July, 
1816, in which he zolatos tho inlorview of 
the provious day almost in the samo words 
as the Diary, and adds, “T shall reduce ib 
into a better form by way of journal.” 
And the oldest copy of the Diary which las 
beon preserved is in his handwriting, ‘There 
orn be no doubt therefore that we have here 
his own account of his donversalions with 
Napoleon. 

OL the convorsations here recorded, some 
have been reported with moro or lesa of 
fulnoss in works alvondy publishod. ‘Thus 
of tho intorviow of the (8th Augual, 1816, 
between Napoloon and Sir Lindson and tho 
Adiniral, Napoleon’s account is givou hy 
Lag Cases and O'Meara; mul Sho Tludson's 
roporl, Lhe accuracy of which wos confirmed 
ab tho time by the Admiral, is publishad by 
Pousyth, i, 245, 246, A lebter of the, 
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Admiral yecounting the conversation of the 
7th. March, 1817, is in the samo work, ii 
128, .O’Meara has given from. Napoloon’s 
lips o part of what passed nt tho intorviows 

- of the 4th July and 16th August, 1818, 
and 19th July, 1817. Baron Stitymor, in 
letters of the 31st Decomber, 1816, and 4th 
July, 1817, quotes a. few of Napoleon's 
remarks, but he says that Sir Pultonoy was 
not very free in communicating what passed, 
The occurrence of others of the intorviows © 
is mentioned by somo of thoso writers, but 
little or nothing*of what was said during 
them, A very brief account of some of tho | 
Admiral’s rocollections of Napoleon, gathered 
from him in conversation, is to bo found. 
in the second. appendix, to Mrs, ape 
Recollections. 

Many of tho opinions: hora rocorded ay 
expressed by Napoleon aro alroady known, 
for,.as the Diary itself shows, ho. was apt to 
reiterate tho. ideas that’ wore vividly present 
to his mind. . But thero i is, I think, cnough 

eofowhat § is fresh in. these onverinips, in. 
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the ox-Emporor’s reminisconces of his ow 
lifo, and his comments upon tho condw 
and character of others, to make thom me 
without interest in spite of all that haa been 
ptiblished. ho wholo narrative is xo short 
. that it sooms unnceossary to call nttontion 
to particular passages: | 
‘Te picture which tho Diary presents of 
the lifo.at St. Helena, of Napoleon, and of 
the ‘principal porsons thoro brought into 
* contact with him, has no grout novelty about 
it, But tho sketch, slight though it he, ié 
at least a sketch drawn ‘on tha apot, and 
- by’ those who had oxcoptional opportunities 
of observation, Those pagos show, what is 
well: known from othor soureos, that tho 
relations between Napoleon and the Mul- 
colms were friondly and cordial; and. in 
this respect thoy soom to havo stood 
almost alone among the iiglish  ollicial 
“community, 
Hhore is nothing in this record thi Jonds 
any support to the grave charges once male 
against Six Hudson Low, bub which jlvee # 
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long since been refuted. Indeed, if farther 
disproof of thoso chargos wore needed it 
would be found here. But tho Diary docs 
bring out in somewhat strong volicf the less 
attractive side of Sir TIudson’s charactor and 
the dofects of his mothod of rule, Jt is 
clear that Sir Pultency Malcolm found Sir 
Hudson Lowe a difficult person to doal with, 
and that before they finally parled tho 
relations between the two men wore groally 
strained. This, however, has already been 
shown by Forsyth and Baron Slirmer. 
The specific causts of difforonco have long 
since ccased to be of interest, but it may be 
well to say a few words upon one point in 
this connection, Tho Diary indicatos that, 
especially during the latter part of tho timo 
which it covers, Sir IIudson Lowo disliked 
the Admiral’s friondly visits to Nepoloon. 
This again has been mado plain by Torsyth 
and Baron Sttwmer; and several reasons for 
+ it have been stated or suggestod. In part 
Sir Hudson's feeling on this subject dated 
nfrom, his last interviow with Napoleon @ tho 
t 
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18th August, £816, af which the Admival 
was present, when Napoloon used very 
unmeasured language to the Coyornor, The 
correspondence here published hebween the 
latter and the Admiral in September of that 
your shows that at thal time the Governor, 
though he yiolded his own opinion, was 
not well pleased at tho Admiral’s visiting 
Napoleon before sailing for the Capo, on Uhe 
ground that it might seom like condoning 
the violonce of language which ho had weed 
to the Governor, And in his lebler to Lord 
Bathurst of the 18th May, 1817 (lorsyth, 
ii, 882), Sir TTudson again dwells upon tho 
same point, 

Another roason for Sir Thudson’s dislike 
of these interviews may bo onsily collector 
from Toxsyth, ii, 166, £67, and is plainly 
stated by Baron Stirmor undor dates Ath 
July and 8tst October, (817, St Tadson 
seems to have thought, and Baron Sbiirmer 
was of tho same opinion, that Napoleon 
made a tool of the Admiral, and thet his 
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friendliness towards the lattor was assumod 
fov the purpose of emphasizing his hostile 
attitude towards: the Governor. Tho full 
account here given of the interviews will 
hardly be found to support this suspicion 
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Sir Guoran Cooxsurn, not intending to 
tek leave of Bonaparte on his departure 
from St, Helena, could not introduro 
“Admiral Malcolm, but xrecommonded him 
to apply himsolf for an interview, if ho 
wished to be well received, as it was under- 
stood that Bonaparte had taken « dislike to 
Six Hudson Lowe. But this, the Admiral 
~. goneeatved, would bo incorrect, and. therefore 
requested, the Governor to introduce him ; 
“who accordingly wrote to General Bortrand 
_ of their intention of coming noxt day, and 
recoived an answer that tho lmporoy would 
be glad to sco thom.’ Bonaparte tenaciously 
keeps that title; and as he particularly dia-” 
likes to bo called Genoval, Sir Hudson, with 
13 ° 


en 
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a wish of being civil, avoids naming him as 
much as possible, 

June 20th, At two o'clock Admiral 
Malcolm accompanied Sir Hudson to Long- 
wood, Bonaparte recoived them with much 
civility. Ile spoke to tho ‘Admiral of his 
passage ; asked ifthe Newcastle wag not tho 
same sort of ship as the Zgyptienne which 
he had built; if the Admiral thought her o 
good ship; said that his officors had said 
that the Egyptienne cost os much as 1 
ship-of-the-line, and was not near so useful, 
In this the Admiral acquiesced. IIo thon 
spoke of difforent Unglish admirals, ‘To 
Sir IIudson ho also spoke cordially, who 
afterwards expressed himself pleased with 
the interview, and hoped that it would load 
to a better understanding, At their lost 
meeting there had been considerable aspority 
in their conversation, ‘Tho Admiral xo- 
quested permission to introduco some of hia 
officers, and presented Captains Moynol of 
the Newcastle, and Cochrano of the Orontes, 
algo Mr, Inving, his accrotary, ae M. 

a 6 


& 


DIARY 18 


Wright, his flag-lioutonant. On naming 
tho lattor, it was romarked ho looked at him 
with moro attention than ab any of tho 
othors, and agairt asked his namo, and who 
ho was, Sir Hudson then prosented Colonel 
Wynyard? Ifo inquired in what affair he 
had bean wounded; on his replying St 
Maura, he said it was not worth while to 
have beon wounded on such a trifling ocea- 
sion, Ifo asked how was Mrs. Wynyard, 
and thon mado a joko on tho Colonol’s keop- 
ing her ab home. (Mrs, Wynyard had beon 
confined by illness since het arrival.) They 
wore with him about half-an-how, The 
Admiral described him taller and not so fat 
as from his pictures he oxpocted, with an 

1 Oolonol Wynyard was Military Hoorotary, Tho 
Tonian islands, which had boon constituted a ropwblis 
by the Ponco of Amions in 1802, worv osonpiod shy 
Ruasia in 1804, and coded to Hranco at Tileit in 
1807, In tho autumn of 1809, a British fovea nider 
Genoval Oswald captured certain of tho islands, Int 
Santa Maura remained in tha hands of tho Uronch, 
{n March 1810, Gonoral Oswild Jandod in Sante 
Maura, and stormed tho principal ontronchmonts, A 


serivaleetan followed in a few days. 
ry 
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Thalian expression of countenance, which ho 
“could itaagino yory difforont at times accord- 
ing to the humownz6f tho man ; his manner 
plain antl agroeable, Beforo thoy loft Long- 
wood, Sir Hndeon informed Count Bertrand, 
in presence of tho Admiral, that the Com- 
missioners from Austria, Russia, and France 
had arrived in consequence of the, Treaty of»: 
Paris,’ and: that they were desirous to bo 
introduced at Longwood. Count Bortrand 
inquired. if they had any lotter or mossago _ 
to. the ‘Emperor, “None,” Six Hudaon 
replied ;. “ their “business at St. Helona is | 
merely to ascertain. that Genoral. Bonaparto 
is alive.” Bertrand. said he would inform 
the: Emperor:and sond an answor, which, 
however, was’ not dono until the 28rd 
August, when Count’ Montholon ‘wrote..a: 
letter to Sir Hudson by order of Bonaparte,! 
1 MThe letter is insovted in tho Dinxy, but it na boon 
so often: printed and ia-so well known that it las 

' boen.thought better to omit.it. The immoadinto noon 

gion. of ‘the writing ‘of the lottor was. tha communt- 
cation to Napoleon of the Convention of tho Qrid 

A August, ta and the nena of the Comrmigsionors, 
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ana bth, Lady Malcolm accompaniod 
“the Admiral tio Longwood. ‘They vodo from 
“ Plantation’ ‘Elouse-to i Gato, the, resicd- 
once of Marshal Bortvand, whore uhdy_ found 

' Wonaparie’s. carvingo (am ‘old barouche of 
Col, Wilkos’) waiting for Lady Malcolm, who 
accompanied Madamo Bortrand to Long- 
“wood,” ‘Th Admiral rodo with Count Bor- 
“trand, | ‘The horses went ata gallop; two of 
' Bonaparte’s former postilions drove, Near 
the gate tho hoises took fright, and narrowly 
‘escaped: overturning tho camiago into the 
eee Punch Bowl, sae peakaal Madame 








“a: tt “Napoleon protested against the Convention ; 
"tliat ho was nob the prisoner oven of England, and in 
-no sense in the powor of the other paybios to ib; Io 

referrad to the obligations which tho Hmporors of 
Austria tnd Russia ond the King of Prusala wore 
under to"him, ‘THe protested against lia oonflnomont 

on St, Holona 5 against his boing donied tho title of 

Emperor, and addvoseod a8 Gonoral ; against the gon 

tents of the Acts of the British Parliamont; ngainat 

the reatriotions placed upon his eowrespondenco by 

Jebter.ond upon communication with the pooplo-of 

the island; and gonerally against the modo in whivh 


Sir iy wai Lowe oxoreised his authority, 
cs . : as 
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Bertrand ig an ‘Game pleasing. woman ; 
she spoke to Lady Malcolm ofthe disngroc- 
‘ableness. of their. situation, tho inconvoni- 
ence of St, Helena, without roads to make 
intereourac possible, even if they could: have | 
society, She said that hors had boon the 
gayest house in Paris— “What. a contrast 
to this frightful solitude ;” and added, sho 
hoped they would go to England in Octobor; 
the months she had passed at St, Holona 
were like years, Lady Malcolm oxprossod 
a sort‘ of an alarm at tho idon of seoing the 
man whose deeds for twenty yoars had filled 
Europe, Madame Bertrand bade her not 
be afraid ; the Emporor was so good-—-was 80 
kind, . Report, however, said that sho had 
not found him so very kind; and that, dis 
pleased. at her frequent intorcourso with’ tho. » 
English, ho-had forbid hor coming to Long- 
wood without oxpress. permission; he: mada 
her husband, as Grand Marshal of the Palaco, 
write the. order, On Easter Sunday the 
prohibition was taken off. Bo this ag it may, 
neither she nor her ot Ashen over mentioned 
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Bonaparte’s namo but ‘with rospect and 
esteem. Bertrand is a molancholy man, 
but # kind husband and fathor, THnd ho not 
authorized the Duc do Fitz James to tonder 
his adhesion to Louis, his conduct would have 
been irreproachable. Ho docs not give tho 
- idea of a man of talents, 
“On their arrival they were shown into an 
outer room, where Lady Malcolm was iniro- 
duced to Count Montholon, Count Las Casas, 
... his son, and Genoval Gourgaud, Tho door 
©. of the adjoining room was opened, and Count 
Bertrand: requested the party to walk in, 
“Bonaparte said somothing to cach, and thon 
- dddressed himsolf to Lady Malcolm, saying 
‘ho had heard that she had beon sick on tho 
passage—was it hor first voyage.?—how did 
~ gho amuse herself %—did sho embroider ? 
“Botiaparto speaks thick, and. quick; and-na 
Lady Meleolm is but an indifforont Fronch 
“aeholax, she did not undorstand all his words, 
However, they were at no loss, as Madame 
Bertrand ‘and: Count Las Gases oxplained, 
. He sesticd himsolf on Wo sofa, and desxod 
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Lady Malcolm to sit beside him, and on 
pereeiving that the Admiral had placed a 
chair for Madame Bertrand, he desired ull 
to be seated. Hoe talked again to tha 
Admiral of difforont English admirals, aslo 
the age of St. Vincent, and if ho had ovor 
had tho gout—if it was not a complaint 
to which soa officers wore vory subject? 
He then observed to Lady Maleolm that 
€\ Lord Keith was her relation; ho asked how 
a} he did, his age, ele. On his inquiring tho 
news when wo Jeft Europo, tho Admiral 
h answered, people talked of tho rerluction of 
-— armics to the peace ostablishmonis; in 
England of the repeal of the incoma tax, 
Bonaparte said that a proof to him of ils 
being a good and productive tax was, that 
almost every person complainad of it, which 
showed that they all paid. ‘tho Admiral 
fully aequicscod, saying he was ono of tho 
few admirers of that unpopular monsura, anil 
that we should again resort Lo it, Bonaparte 
then expressed his surprise, with a satirical 
expression of countenance, at finding: slaves 
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on an island so Jong in possossion of tho 
English, and bolonging to s0 rich a Company,? 
4o which wo could nob roply, fooling it was 
a disgrace. On. asking Lady Malcolm how 
sho liked St, Helena, she ropliod sho wns 
a Scotch woman, and admired hills “TL 
you aro Seotch,” said ‘he, “ you must know 
Ossian’s pooms.” She answered, you, but, 
like him, sho only know thom in their 
translation. Ho said ho admived them vory 
much, particularly Durthula, and inquired 
if the controversy about their anthonticity 
was decided ; and whether Macphorson had 
really wuitton thom, Eo laughed on hor 
replying with quickness, that Macpherson. 
was not capable of writing thom, She 
then told him tho Ilighland Socicty had 
done averything possible to investigate tho 
subject, and had proved thoir authonticity 
beyond a doubt;—they had also publishad 
* several beautiful litle poems, Wwanslated 
-from the Gaclic; not in Maephorson’s collec- 


1 Down to 18383 St. Holona formed put of the 
torritgrios of tho Hast Indian Company. 
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tion. Sho asked him if ho had road tho 
poomsin a Tronch translation? Eo anid there 
were two, he had them both, but thoy were 
not good. The Italian was oxcollont, 
beautiful, Sho said that thoy hed heon 
moro admixed on the Continont than. in 
England. Ho, exclaimed with onorgy—“ Tt 
was I,—I made them tho fashion, I have 
heen even accused of having my hoad 
filled with Ossian’s clouds.” Tady Malcolm 
complimented him on his taste, Fo thon 
said laughing, “but Fingal was on Inish- 
man.” The Admiral roplicd that Tody 
Maleohn.would take that worse than saying 
that Macpherson had written the poems, 
He again laughed, and askod what part of 
Scotland they had inhabited. Sho roplied, 
» the western islands,. and Lochabor, whore 

‘there were many places callod by tho names 
mentioned in Ossian, Jo anid many of the 
names resembled Italian, such as Malvina, 
* Comala, Hidula, and sovoral others he 
vepeated. He asked hor if sho hunted (this 
Was & usual question to English ladion), and 
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a varioty of other quostions, thon bowed and 
took leave, ; 

The following is Lady Malcolm's icon of 
his figuro: Tis. hair of a brown-black, thin 
on the forchead, eroppod, but not thin in 
the neck, and rather a dirty look ; light blue 
or grey eyes; a capacious forchiead; high 
nose ;. shorf upper lip; godd white cvon 
tecth, but small (ho rarely showed thom) ; 
round chin; tho lowor part of his face vory 
full; pale comploxion; particularly short 
neck, Otherwiso his figure appoared woll 
proportioned, but had bapome too fat; a 
‘thick short hand with tapor fingors and 
beautiful nails, and a woll-shaped log and 
foot. . Ele was dressed in an old throadbaro 
groon coat, with green volvet collar and 
cuffs; silvor buttons with a boast ongravon 
upon. them, his habit de chasse (it was 
buttoned closo at the neck); a silver star of 
the Legion of Honour; white waistcoat and 
- breeches ; white silk stockings; end shoos 

with oval gold. bucklos, Sho was struck - 
“with tho kindness of his oxprossion, ‘so 


ray A DIARY OF st. HELENA 
‘contrary to the fiorconoss sho had sanaated 
She saw no trace of gront ability; his 
countenance scomed rathor to indicate good- 
ness; at a second intorviow sho remarked 
that it would chango with his humowy,. “Cho 
Admiral allowed that his manors wore 
"plonsing, but. would not agreo that they, 
_ were in the least graceful. Elo takes coffee 
early, has his déewner & la fourchette ut 
eleven, spends his mornings in composing 
history, which he dictatos whilst walking 
‘about his room; betweon two and threo 
o'clock ho dross*s, thon receives visits ar 
takes exerciso, . On his first coming to the 
‘island he rode on horschack, but has not 
“done so since our arrival; now ho usually 
walks. or goes in his carriage, At. oight 
_ O'dlock he dines, reads aftor dinner, and goos 
to bed about cloven, From a habit acquired. 
in the wars (when ho rose in tho night. to 
receive xeports from his outposts) . ho. 
frequently gets up after ho has beon a short 
time in. bed, and reads for an hour or two; 
this gave r rise’ to reports of ny walking about N 
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"all night wnablo to sloop,’ Goncral Bortrand 
‘said that it was his habit, whon in Paris, to - 
tmangact business in the night aftor he had ‘ 
had. his first sleep. 

Filly 4th. Tho Admival had voquoatod. 
Borlaparto, : through Gonoral Bortrand, to: 
permit ‘him to-presont his’ officors, . ‘Lhis 
was the day appointed, ‘Tho Admiral wast 
first admitted, and hold a conversation of 
two hours with him; after tho usual com- 
pliments he hogan on tho naval events of 
the wav, 

Trafalgar, Te said he Tad hat Lord 
Nelson’s mode of attack criticized. ‘Tho 


Admiral replied, not by good judges, that ._ 


it was impossible to lay down rules for con- 
ducting naval actions, particularly whon 
near'thoe shore and'in variable winds; ‘had 
Lord Nelson mot a Mronch fleet equal to his 
own in the open sea, his arrangement would 
havo been. very different ; but considering 
every cixeumstance, nothing could be botter 
than his’ modo. of bringing the combined 
fleet to action. “The Admiral said he con- 
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sidexed Lord Nolson tho grontost son oflicor 


“who had evor appeared; in whieh ¢om- 


mendation. Bonaparte agreed, and thon anid” 
that in many instances tho Wroneh had. 

well defended tho honow: of their flag, but’ 
had never. done: anything very brilliant. at 

soa—they had tactique, so had tho Prua- 

sians on land; but with their Potsdam. 

mancuvres it was incredible how oasily he 

won the battle of Jona, 

Basque Roads, Bonaparte considered. 
that his admiral had not mado good arango- 
ments to resist tho atiack by  firo-ships, 
The Admiral assented, a8 also to his eck 
that we might havo dono moro," 

Toulon Fleet. .Bonaparte gave vias 
for them to bo under sail dnily, to stand 


1 Lord Cochrano’s brilliint attack with fro: ships 
upon. the French fleot in tho Basquo Ronds tool 
place on tho 11th April, 1809, Much of tho fruits of 
his success were lost by the want of vigour with whieh 
the attack was followed up by tho British float, ‘Tho 
angry controvorsics to which thoso ovonts gave sa0, 
and the: courts-martial which followed can bo road in 
the histories of the time, 
‘aft 
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i? ‘ 
towards tho English, but not to risk a 
battle At first, by their awkwardness, ib 
cost him much money for repairs, bub at 
last they becamo so export, an accident 
soldom happened. Ho had appointed 
Admiral Lallomand to the command, because 
he: was a rough fellow, who would oblige 
them all to do their duties, and to remain 
on. board thoir ships. ‘For three yoars thoy 
seldom had leave to come on shore, This 
the Admiral knew to be tho fact, - 

Jnvasion, Bonaparte’'s plan was, that 
his fleet should have, put to sen, stecred 
towards the Wost Indies; tho TEnglish 
would have followed; it was to turn on its 
passago, and como up Channel, which would 
havo-given him, for a time, tho superiority 
ab soa; and then, undor tho protoction. of 
his fleot, landed his amy. THis gun-bonts 
“1 An English rosdoy finding montion of tho Toulon 
floot naturally thinks of tho days boforo ‘Trafalgar, 
But Napoloon scoms horo to rofor to n Inter poriod, 
in and after 1808, when Admiral Lallomand served 


as Rear-Admiral in the Toulon fleot, Admiral Gant- 
eaume being in chiof command, 
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~woro only for decoption, Tho, Admizal » 
“pointed out tho great diffieultics, To 
allowod tho danger to bo great, but tho 
object was worth tho risk, 

Battle. of Waterloo, Bonaparto said, v 
Wellington ought to havo rotronted, and 
not fought that battle, for had ho lost it, 

I should have established myself in France; 
but had I been obliged to follow tho English 
and Prussians, in the ond I must have beon 
beaten by the junction of tho allied armics. 
Wellington risked too much, for by the 
rules of war I should have gained the battle, » 
I. calculated: that Genoral Grouchy would 
haye kept the-Prussians in check till I Dent 
the English ; and he ought to have done so.” 
The Admiral _replied—f You know it is 
dangerous to retreat, when opinion of the’ 
relative force: of.armies is the groat point. 
Lord Wellington must have apprehended, if 
he permitted you to. cross the frontier, tho 
Belgians would have jomed you... Of course | 
“he caleulated: on being joined. by the - 
“ Prussians, and ‘tho result proved, his judg. 
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“ynent correct.” ‘Bonaparte said two causes | 
lost him the battlh—Grouchy’s failing in 
checking the Prussians, and his great charge 
of cavalry being made half-an-honv too seon, 

: but they performed | nobly. . ‘Tho Admiral 
asked why lie did not attempt to enter 
Belgium, by atineking the right of tho 
English, and cutting thom off from tho aon, 
Bonaparte replied, he took into considoration 
the character of the two gonorals ; ono was 
an hussar, tho othor an oflicor of mothod, 
who would not movo his army without 
reflection, no without his supplios, Tf he 
‘had first attacked tho Wnglish, tho Pruasions 

-would have beon on him at fall gallop; and 
as everything dependod on tho first onset, 
he thought it bost to ogin with the 
Prussians, bolioving tho English would bo 
somewhat slower, particularly as thoir cavalry 

was at somo distance from the. point of 
attack. Ho said all his troops fought woll; 
‘somo fow officers wore traitors,’ but nob a 
singlo soldier, ‘Cho Admival answered, that 

. *Genoral Bourmont gonspionowsly #0. 
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we had: dono full justice to their valour, 
particularly tho cuirassiors. Bonaparte said, 
if he had won the battle, thore would have 
been a change of ministors in England, and, 
they would havo mado peace with him. ‘The 
' Admiral said ho did not think so; because 
whatever men wore ministors thoy gonorally 
acted the same; we were not to judge of 
them by their railing whon in opposition, 
Bonaparte said he belicved that to be the 
case, for he romembered to havo hoard a 
story of a leader of opposition making a 
violent speech when a chango of ministry 
was expected, Tho minister called out, 
“Take care what you say, you may: be in 
the majority to-morrow.” He spoke in 
praise of the manner in which ‘the poornge. 
of England is constituted, and considored 
them a very superior set of men to the mass 
of the old French nobility. 

The Bourbons, Bonaparte said that they 
would ‘never tranquillize France. Tho 
Admiral asked what line they ought-to have 
pwsued in order. tp have established their 
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power, “On their first rotwn tho King 
ought to liave addressed tho French people 
as follows—‘You have had a groat 
revolution, during which gront atvocilios 
have beon committed, but tho nation has 
done great things, You appointed a man 
your emperor; ho did groat things for 
France, and added to her glory. Circum- 
stances have occasioned you to offor me the 
crown, I accept it on tho toms you pro- 
pose,” Changes have takon place that rondor 
it neither desirable nor possible that things 
should roturn to their original stato, whon 
my family reigned over you. ‘Therefore, as 
you have thought proper to cxeato a fourth 
dynasty, I shall now consider mysolf as tho 
beginner of tho fifth’ fad ho done this, I 
must-have ended my days at Elba, or wher- 
over elso it was thought propor. Opinion 
is everything in France. ‘Lhe Bourbons avo 
considered: as tho heads of the old feudal 
system, and for ages those that havo lost 
their lends’ and privilogos will hate tho 
familiesathat possess thom, Is it not yo 


+ 


32 A DIARY oF ST, TIRLENA 


this day in Iveland? Jt would have heen 
better fox Franco, since they consider thom- 
solves kings on the old plan, to givo back 
all the estates at once, for as it is they ait 
on a smothered volewno, and no porson is 
content. I have wnitlon,” said ho, “on 
this subject, and will show it you ono of 
theso days. Henry the Fourth was un- 
doubtedly the greatest man. that over sab on 
the throne of Franco, When ho conquered 
the armies of the League, and had thom at 
his fect,he could not reign till he obtained 
the opinion of the peoplo by changing 
his zeligion, and even thon lost his life by a 
wretch not thinking him sincere.” ‘The 
Admiral said the iden of boginning a fifth 
dynasty was new to him, and he thought it 
might have had an eflecl, bub now il was 
too late. Bonaparte said almost al] Franco 
was for him whon he returned from THba, \ 
The Admiral allowed that tho military 
ware, but not the others, for they considered 
the retwn of tho Bourbons as tho xoturn of 
peace, whils) he was considercd gs being \ 
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fond of war. Bonaparte smiled, and said 
the English should not have mado war on 
him on his rvetwn from Elba; that he 
offored every concession, and that all de- 
pended on England. ‘ho Admiral askod 
why ho did not consent 10 the terms offored 
at} Chatillon? Ilis xoply was singular. 
“There are certain opinions founded on 
circumstances, Lhat mon who act such a part 
as mine keep to; that was the reason why 
I would not give up Bolgium, which T would 
have done before.” Ifo added, “my fathor- 
in-law and I corresponded oi! the subjoct.” 
Tho Admiral did not understand his mean- 
ing. Bonaparte said that it was bad poliey 
laying France undor contributions, ib would 
have been botter to have lken torritury 
at onee; it would have causod a strong 
sensation at first, but would have hoon lor- 
gotten, france could nol pay her presont 
demands; as yol, there was no rovenus from 
commerce, Europe was in a vory unsettled 


1 Vobruary 1814. 
Qn 
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me 


state.‘ Prussia avishos for a constitution, 


“go doos Italy.” ear 


-The Admiral asked when was tho best 


time for the Tnglish to have mado poace 


with him. Bonaparte replied, “ when Lord 
‘Lauderdale was ab Paris; if My, Fox had 


lived it would have been accomplished,” * 
The Admival asked if his death made any 
change in the terms proposed. Ho said, no, 
but events occurred. that ho would havo 
viewed differently from his successors. . "The 
Admiral obseryed that he left: Lord Lauder- 
dale at Paris, and went to make war ‘on tho 
Prussians. Ho laughed and said there was 
no time to lose. During this conversation, 


’ Bonaparte was in great good-humour, and 
; 


1 Lord Gronvillo’s Ministry, with Fox in chargo of 
foreign affairs, cumo into office in Tobruary 1806, 
Nogotintions for peaco with France wore opened. first 


‘informally, thon formally, In August Lord Laudor- 


dale went to Paris to roprosons England jointly with 
Lord Yarmouth. “Tho negotiations wore broken off 
in October, a. few days after Napoloon had-left Paris 


for the campaign of Jona, ‘Fox had died‘on the 13th 
e eee : 
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frequently laughed loud., They stood toan- 
‘ing on a window, ‘The Admiral frequently 
differed from him in opinion, and remarked, 
that when he said anything ho did not like, 
orwas not prepared with an answor, ho 
changed the subject, ‘The officors remained 
in the outer room, conversing with his suite, 
particularly with Count Las Casos, who, 
when he heard Bonaparte laugh, obsorved, 
‘The Emperor was vory inuch pleased whon 
he laughed ‘so heartily.” Whon thoy wero 
admitted, ho bowed to cach, and romarked 
. they were all young mon. He asked if 
‘any had beon wounded, and on being 
anewered that Licutenant Payno had ab 
Gopenhagen, he said, “ You had warm work 
there for tho time it lasted.” Aftor n fow 
moro. questions ho took leave. 
July 25th, Tho. Admiral wont to Long- 
“wood, and on being admitted, gave Bonaparte 
some French papers, which he had reeoived 
by tho Griffon. Bonaparte inquired tho 
news, The Admiral said tho only points ho 
had: obssrved, wore tho prorogation of the . 
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’ Chambers, and an insurrection at Gronoble; . 
that it was reported that one of tho tavises 
of the prorogation was the foar that they 
‘would not consent to the grant of forty-six 
millions of livres to the clergy. Bonaparte 
gaid;‘ so great a sum could not bo raised for 
them, the French wore not a religious nation, 
arid that he found much difficulty in pro- 
cwing twolve millions for that purpose. 
As for trifling insurrections, thoy always 
sttongthoned an unsettled Government, ‘The 
‘French were trop légers et trop vifs. to 

“eonduct conspiracies, but quelque bear 
matin they would spontancously rise, 
perhaps from an expression on somo par- 
ticular subject—something would .happon 
“hat would cause a movemont; thoy wore 
always guided by the impulso -of - the 
moment; and he again ropoatod that the 
Bourbons were seated on a volcano, 

Bonaparte then began on his grievances, 
He expressed his dislike of Sir Hudaon’s 
‘manners, This dislike the Admiral thinks 
teok its origin in his having flattered himself 
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that Sir Hudson had inatructions to change 
the line of conduct obsorved towards him 
by Sir George, and on finding that was not 
the caso, this made him- view the former 
in’ an unfavourable light, whose peculiar 
manners wore not calculated to remoyo tho 
impression, Tho following were some of 
his exprossions-—“ IIe has not tho character * 
of an Englishman. He is a Prussian soldior. 
He is clover and cunning. He writes well, 
and will make good statomcnts to the 
Government.” To addod that ho folt more 
angry in being placed under the charge of 
such a man, than.in having beon sent to such 
a vile place as St. Helena, “Tis manners 
are 80 displonsing to mo, that if he were to 
come to toll me that a frigato was realy to 
take me to Tranco, and I was at liborty to 
go where I pleased, he could not give mo 
pleasure.” ‘Tha Admiral ondeavowed to 
persuade him that it was only mannor, and 
that ho know Sir Hudson was very desirous 
of doing everything in his powor to xendor 
him coynfortable, Bonaparte allowod that 
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it was manner more than matior, that so 
frequehily voxed him. Io instanced somo 
things that had beon dons by way of civility, 
but tho manner prevented thom being 
received as such, “In short he cannot 
please me. Call it enfantidlage, or what you 
will, so it is,” Ho said that ho had had 
cause to be dissatisfied with Sir George 
Cockburn, but it was always on gront points, 
“Tle never vexod me with triflos, Tt is not 
T that feol, it is thoso with mo.” Ho told 
some stories of their not being permitted 
to buy trifling articlos, He said ho thought ;, 
he ought to have tho privilego of riding 
over tho island, keeping on tho hills, The 
Admiral replicd so ho had, but accompanied 
by an English officor, “That is what I 
complain of ; this officer might aay I rode too 
fast, or 100 slow, or it was timo lo go home, 
which is what I will not submit to.” He 
complained that all letiers cven of common 
civility were obliged to be sent open to the 
agovernor. The Admiral replied, that he 
believed when notes were allowed to,be sent 
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to the inhabitants, some of his suite abusod 
the indulgence. Hoe thon said if the old 
King was woll, he would bo betlor troatcd— 
that tho Regent was in the hands of his 
ministry, and could only act as they willed. 
Bonaparte said thoy had dono some clever 
things, but he was told they wore not mon 
of talonis, Tho Admiral said ho thought 
they possessed good sense, which was hotter 
than grost talents, Bonaparte asked tho 
Admural if he thought he would bo kept at 
St. Helona for over, Tho Admizal replied 
“Yes,” and recommended Lo him to endoavour 
to be content with his situation, On which 
he said, men had cacapod from dungoons, 
whore the,’ had beon tied hand and foot. 
The Admiral instanced Baron Tronek, Iut, 
said he (Bonaparte), “il is only a bird that » 
can eadape from chenco. Why all those 
guards on tho tops of the hills +—i! tha 
coast was guarded, il would bo onough, 
Tecan see that ho is no goneral; indeed ho 
never commanded anything but Corsican 


“yo A DIARY OF ST. HELENA 


dogerters.”* ‘Tho Admiral assured. him of 
the Governor's: dosivo to comply with his 
wishes, as far as was consistont with his 
duty, and recommended to him to-stute his: 
wishes to Sir Hudson, To said we ought 
to have confined him in England ; ho would 
havo liked the ‘lower or any prison better 
than St. Helona; ho could havo tukoi. 
exorcise on the top of his prison, and had 
access to the books to which ho wished to 
refer in writing his history, “But why : 
choose this vilo island? I thought there 
was nothing I Gould hate so much, and now 
I do, its Governor.” The Admiral said thet 
any books he required would be sent to. 
him; and ho supposed this island was” 


. 

1 This taunt, so ofton repeated by Napoloon, volors 
to the fact that a numbor of votugoes from Coxpsica 
wore formed into x company under tho name of the 
Corsican Rangovs, ond were wider Lowe's command 
from 1800 till they wore disbanded aftox the Ponco of 
“Atmiens; and thet ho subsoquontly commandod a 
battalion similarly composed and known ns tho 
Royal Corsican Rangors, 
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chosen as tho mogt secure, nnd at the samo 
‘time the most agreeable Stato prison that 
could be devised. Ie then enumoratod. its 
advantaged, none of which Bonaparto would 
allow, but said he would be dead in threo 
years. ‘he Admiral said he hoped not, as 
he had pefore told him that it would roquixo 
‘move time than that to finish his history. 
He laughed, and thon talked of tho 
Commissioners. He suid ho would not seo 
them in thoir public capacitios, but if they 
chose to seo him as other’ individuals ho 
“would have no objection, “TE I saw them 
as Gormissionors, it would he acknowledging 
that Iwas a prisoner to thoir mastors, which 
Tam not.” Eo thon broke out into inveo- 
tives against the two Tinporors, and said 
he had letters from them that avoull fill 
volumes, and ono of theso days the world 
should sco thom: “What could I say to 
the Austrian Comrhissionor, who comos 
from my fathor-in-lew without a kind 
word, or-even to say my son, hiy grandgon, 
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is alive, from 2 man who pressed mo to 
marry. his daughter, and to whom T twice 
restored his kingdom? And how am I to 
address the Russian, whose Emporor has 
been ab my feet, and who called mo his bost 
friend? I am less embarrassed with . the 
' Frenchman.’ . Louis owes me nothing, But 
it. does not. signify scoing them; why wero - 
they sent?” Tho Admiral roplicd, that. 
ho thought ow Government would havo . 
been as well pleased had they romained. 
at home; but as the Convention at Paris 
gavo them porfaission, the English Govern- 
ment could ‘not object. Bonaparte said: it, 
was good policy in the English Government’ 
forming thet. Convention, as it placed tho: 
odium of detaining him a prisoner in St. 
Helena, when he had delivered himself up 
to the English, on the whole allied, powors,’' 
He always roturned to his griovances. Tho: ' 
Admiral said he, was confident that thoy. . 
_- would. be obviated by a direct communication. 
with Sir Hudson, instead of through a third... 
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person, who often did not dolivor clistinetly 
what had boon said. Although ho acquicseed 
ji some mensuro, the Admiral saw that ho 
was detormincd to keop up as long as ho 
eould, within his: own houso, tho state of 
an emperor, and: that ho was not displeased. 
to“-have grievances..._In sponking of tho 
condemnation of Bortrand, Bonaparto said 
it was imitating without any purpose, for 
by the laws of France ho must ‘bo tried 
again boforo the sentence could be oxecuted ; 
that Bortrand had not sworn allegiance to 
Louis, Tho Admiral mentidned his lottor 
to the Due do Fitz Jamcs, Bonaparte said 
hoe had offered to take the oaths, but had 
not done so. Tho Bourbons had not dono 
enough at first, or too much at prosont, tho 
prisons -were now full, Bonaparte - took 
overything in good part that tho Admiral 
said, IIo was four hours with him; thoy 
walked all tho timo in the drawing-room 
with their hats under their arms, In the 
course of conversation’ Bonaparte said he 


44 A DIARY OF ST, HELENA 


was sorry ho had not seen Lady Toudoun ; + 
if he had known she had been within his 
bounds he would have gono and mot her, 
but he could not dine at Plantation TTouse, 
He must have gone like a prisoner, ag it 
was out of his limits, and heaving given him 
the rank of General, Bertrand had pre- 
cedency. The Admiral replied, of courso he 
would have been considered as the first 
personage, Bonaparte said he wondered 
how a woman of Lady Loudoun's charactor 
could pass Madame Bertrand’s door without 
calling,—her ‘country-woman,? a lady of 
yank, and in misfortune, He said Lady 
Lowe had not shown her any attention, 
The Admiral replied, Lady Lowe's situation 


1 The Countess of Loudoun, in hor own right, was 
the wife of the first Marquis of Tastings, Govornoy- 
General of India from 1813 bo 1823, 

2 Madamo Bortrand was tho danghior of General 
Avthur Dillon, an Irish officor, who served in tho 
Prench army, both wndor the Monarchy and in tho 
wars of the cnrlier revolutionary period, Ilo was 
guillotined in 1794, 
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prevented her paying any visits, “That 
is nonsense; when my mothor was with 
child of me, sho ran ovor all tho Corsican 
mountains.” Thoro was a report that tho 
Emperor of Austria was to marry tho 
Princess of Saxony; Bonaparte said ho gad 
formerly prevented him marryiug hor because 
it did not suit the policy of France, and 
laughed. He was cortain that the Emperor 
would not romain long unmarried, ho was 
fond of women, and so moral that he novor 
made love to any other but his wilo, 
August 10th. Lady Malcolm avcom- 
panied tho Admiral ; Bonaparte waa driving 
in his carriage with Madamo Montholon, 
They met him near the stables, As soon 
as ho observed thom, he got oul and camo 
towards thom, After tho common salnta- 
tions, ho asked Tandy Malcolm if sho would 
like a drivo, to which sho answered in the 
affirmative, Ifo handed Lady Malcolm in, 
then got in himself, and callod to Madame 
Montholon and the Admiral to follow, 
Tho bgrouche sob off ab a hand-gallop—~ 
. 
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Genoral Gourgaud was on horseback—the 
drive round the Park, as Bonaparto called 
it, laughing. It was that space, about a 
mile in length, on the edgo of the height 
that forms Fisher’s valley, which is a aleop, 
blagk, dreary-looking hollow. 

Bonaparte, at one particularly desolate 
place, laughing, asked Lady Malcolm if 
Ossian’s county was like that, ‘Tho drive 
was on turf, and the gum-wood troos grow 
so thick that, going so fast, it did not soom 
quite safe; but the two Paris postilions 
were excellent, The conversation was chiclly 
respecting the island. The Admiral had 
rowed round it the day before, On return- 
ing to the house, Bonaparto pointed to tho 
tent that had been fixed at tho request of 
the Governor by tho scamen of the New- 
casile, ‘he Admiral hoped it was to his 
liking. He replied it was perfect, and 
made some remark on English seamon, 
The Admiral said they wore an oxtraordinary 
set of men. Bonaparte answered, “They 

» are very good mon, but you are ioc sovore 
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with thom.” The Admiral replied, tho cause 
of tho strictness was owing to their prono- 
ness io got drunk; very seldom was thorg 
occasion for punishment for any othor crime, 
and indced their allowanco of spirits was 
too great, and he hoped to aco it reduggd. 
When the carriage stopped, Bonaparte leapod 
outin a manner that showed he still retained 
his activity. He asked Lady Malcolm if 
she was fond of flowors, On hor roplying 
yes, he pointed to the brown bordor, in 
which thero was not the least appoaranco 
of a plant, and said, “ Voila ow gardon.” 
Ho then said 10 her, “Do you know Lord 
Kinnaird? Where ho was? Was ho a 
peer of Parliament? IIow many Scotch 
peers were not poers of Parliamont ?” which 
lasb question she could nob answor, Ie 
appeared for a moment oul of humour; 
but on her oxplaining tho modo of olecting 
the sixtoon, and that numbers woro British 
peers, ho was woll satisfied, Lady Maleolm 7 
said how sorry her brother Mx, Jélphinstone 
had beem, when ho alopped on his way from 
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China, that he had not seen him; his health , 
prevented his landing. “Was he your 
brother? He sont me some Chinese curi- 
ostties—some sills, a chess-board, etc. IT 
have them in the house; ] was sorry I did 
not sce him, he did not stay long.” Lady 
Malcolm then said, her family were under: 
obligation to him for his kindness 10 her 
brother, who was wounded on tho 17th of 
June at the battle of Waterloo, a captain of 
hussars. “ Yos, he was brought to mo; my 
surgeon said the wound was not dangerous,” 
She replied, it ‘had confined him a long timo 
afterwards. During this conversation the 


Admiral was walking with Madame Mon- ° 


tholon just behind, Whenover Bonaparte 
addressed. any of his suite, thoy answered in 
tho most submissive tono, particularly Las 
Cases. On approaching the door Bonaparlo 
observed it was late, and we took loave, 
August 16th. The Admiral rode to Long- 
“wood, and found Bonaparte’s suite looking 
at Professor Leslie’s machine for making 
ice. Mz, Darling, the upholstergr, who 
‘ag 
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, understood tho process, was making the 
experimonts, which succeeded porfocily. 
Bonaparle joined, and was much plonsed, 
and said it would have beon invaluable in 

Egypt. Ile remarked it appeared so simplo, 
ho was surprised it had not beon invented 
sooner. Ho said he had encouraged tho 
atudy of chemistry in Trance; that tho 
Bnglish had some clover men in that science, 
but it was not so general a study, Tho 
Admiral mentioned Sir Iumphry Davy, 
and Bonaparte observed he had secon him 
at Paris, From his questions Bonaparte 
did not appear to be himself a chomist, nor 
did ho understand it, General Gourgaud 
seomed to be best informed on thoao sub- 
jects, A small thermomotor was pul into 
one of tho freczing-cups, to show tho 
changes of the tomporature of tho water, 
and became frozen; Bonaparte endeavouring 
lo pull it out by forco broke it, and socing 
iis awkwardness, ho oxclaimed, laughing, 
‘That is worthy of mo,” Ilo thon proposed 
‘o the Admiral to wall in tho garden, and 

” Ht) 
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began conversing about ships. IIe parti-* 


eularly inquired what was the least draught 
of water a ship-of-the-linc could belightoned 
to, to cross a shoal, to get into a harbour. 
Then roverting to his favourite topic, 
Egypt, he said, had Admiral Brueys taken 
his advice he would have saved. his ilect by 
getting them into Alexandria; that Captain 
Barrt, who then commanded a frigate, had 
told him that he had sounded the entranco, 
ard informed the Admiral there was sufficient 
water, Tho Admiral observed that Captain 
Barr’ afterwards commanded the Rivoli, 
and had fought a gallant action, and was 
by us esteemed a good officer. Bonaparte 
said yes, and had not met with tho reward 
ho merited; that the brig that was with 
our ship had assisted in capturing the Aivolt, 
which the Admiral admiticd. Bonaparto 
said he had built the Jivok in tho Gulf of 
, Venice, in a place whore there was so little 
water that she was obliged 10 be floated 


over the shoals on camels, such ag the Dutch * 


formerly used, but much improved by his 
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‘engineor. ‘There was an iron tank at long- 
wood for a,reservoir, laken out of ono of 
the ships. Bonaparto asked how long they 
had been in uso, and wondered ho had 
never hoard ,of thom, for it appeared an 
excellent invention. The Admiral enwmor- 
ated all their advantages, Bonapurio asked 
the Admiral what he conceived the best 
mode of arming ships-of-the-linc. Ifo 
replied, on thei lower decks, thirty-two 
pounders; upper decks, twonty-Sour 
pounders; quaricr-decks, thirty-two pounder 
carronados. ‘To cnable all ships to carry 
twenty-four pounders on the upper docks, 
the numbers should be rodueed ; largo guns 
although fewer were proferablo. Bonaparte 
said he had proposed, but his onginoor would. 
not agree, to have a throo-decked ship all 
thirty-two poundors, but of different weights 
and sizes. Tho Admiral objectod to tho 
plan, as it so“froquontly occurred that the 
lower-deck ports could not bo opened, thon 
*the long twenty-four poundors would havo 
an advandage over tho short thirly-twos, 
a 
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Bonaparte asked whother it was best: to 
aim at tho bull or rigging, Tho Admiral 
answered, the hull; for missing tho hull, 
there was a chance of hitting the rigging or 
masts, For one shot that went too low, 
ten went too high, and also when a shot 
struck the water, it goncrally rose again, 
They then spoke of the slave trade, Bona- 
parte asked what nations had given it up. 
' Ho said the English ought to have made 
the Portuguese relinquish it entirely, Tho 
Admiral said in a given time they woro: to 
do so; in the meantime we seized: their 
ships north of the line found trading in 
slaves, or any other ships conveying them 
to our colonics, The nogrocs were put. on 
shore at Sicrra Leono, whore we had ai 
establishment ; we foed them for ono year, 
then give them lands and implements: of | 
‘husbandry, to try to do for thomsolves,’ 
.~ Bonaparte replied that was good, vary good, 
for it might be the means of civilizing 
Africa, as they would. by@degrees spread’ 
into the interior. It was. ‘now sunset; 
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Bonaparte desired. ‘his compliments to 
Madame, and they took leave, 

On the 17th of August tho Admiral 
recived a note from Sir Hudson requesting 
he would accompany him to Longwood 
next day, to be present when ho stated. to 
Bonaparte the impertinent conduct of Count 
Bortrand. 

Sir Hudson had received orders to limit 
Bonaparte’s expenses to £8000 per annwn, 
Aware, from the number of persons at 
Longwood, and the high pricg of everything 
at St. Helena, that it was impossible £8000 
per annum could meet the oxpense unless 
the style was entirely changed, for hitherto it 
had amounted to near £17,000, Sir [Hudson 
resolved to allow £12,000 till he hourd 
farther from ministors. But in order that 
this sum should. pay cvorything, it was 
“necessary that various changes and roduc- 
tions should take place; and that thoso 
chingos and reductions might bo made in” 

“tho manner mpst agreonble to Bonaparte, 
Sir Hudeon-had gone to Longwood to spenk 
at * 7 
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to, him ‘on the subject; “but Bonaparte 
declined seeing him, saying le was in the 
bath, and requested ho would. communicate 
to Bertrand anything he wished to say to 
‘him. 

Té is to be remarked that Bonaparte ‘and 
Sir Hudson were at this time on very. bad 
terms; Sir Hudson not having had an inter- 
view with him for months, excopt. with the. 
Admiral, and at all their former interviews 
there had been disagreenblo altercations, 

According to Bonaparte’s request, Sir 
Hudson rode to Hutt’s. Gate, the residence 
of Count Bertrand. The Count met him at 
the door of his house, Sir Hudson had the - 
papers in his hand to explain the proposed 
arrangements ; he told the Cownt what they 
wore, and proposed entering on the subject. 
Count Bertrand abruptly took the papers,and 
said he would lay thom before the Emperor ; 
that the less communication, aither vorbally: 

“or'in writing, Sir Hudson and: himsolf-had 
‘the better, Sir Hudson repkged that he was 
porfectly of that opinion, and rode aff, - ' 

C: 
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-+ Some. time previous to this, in consoquonce 
of Madame Bertrand having attempted to 
‘gond- a. sealed letter to the Marquis de 
Montchenu, by an inhabitant of tho island, 
Six Hudson had written to the Count -to 
point out this impropriety. . The. Count 
rettumed. a violent and improper answer, 
\ which of course met with a severe rebuko 
from Six Hudson, 

August 18th, The Admiral mat Sir 
Hudson at Hutt's Gate, from whence thoy 
proceeded to Longwood, On their. arrival 
they saw Bonaparte walking in front of tho 
house. with Madame do Montholon and 
Count Las Cases; he endeavoured to avoid 
them—-Cowit Montholon came to thom. 
Sir Hudson desived him to say to Bonaparte 
that he wished to speak to him. Horetiuned 
to say that the Emporor waited for us, On. 
joining, Bonaparte took little notice of Sir 
Eudson, but received the Admivxal. in his 


usual mannor, and conversed with him for «° 


fow minutes gp common subjects, Sir Tud- 


son ther addressed him nearly os follows—- 
. 
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“Tam sorry to importune you on any dig- 
agreeable subject, but the very improper 
conduct of Count Bertrand renders it indis- 
pensable. Having received instructions to 
limit the expenses at Longwood, I men- 
tioned the subject to Counts Bertrand and 
Moutholon ; the latter fully met my wishes, 
but I was desirous to converse with your- 
self, that I might be enabled to make such 
arrangements as would be most agreeable 
to you. I came hero for that purpose, but 
was told that You wore in the bath, and 
that you requested that I would communi- 
cate with Count Bertrand. In compliance 
with this request I waited on tho Count, 
who received mo in a very extraordinary 
manner ; nevertheless I told him my busi- 
ness and put the necessary papors into. his 
hands: He took them and said he would 
show them to the Emperor. I proposed to 
explain, when ho abruptly replied, ‘tho less 
“Communication you and I havo oither-ver- 
bally or in writing the better.’ I replied 
the wish was reciprocal, and left him, Now 


es 
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I think tho conduct of Count Bortrand to 
mo, as Governor of this island, highly im- 
proper; and particularly so as I called on 
him in compliance with a request of the 
person he acknowlodges his sovorcign.” 
There was a silence for several minutes; 
thoy continued to walk to and fro, Bona- 
parte, apparently, meditating an answer. 
At length, addressing himself to the 
Admiral, he began—‘‘Count Bortrand is a 
man. well known, and esteemed in Europe ; 
he has been distinguished, and has com- 
manded armies, Ho” (nodding at Sir Hudson) 
“treats him like a corporal. Madame Bortrand 
isa lady woll born, who has beon accustomed 
to tho first place: in socioty; ho does not 
treat hor with tho vogard that is her duo; 
he stops hor letters, and prevents hor soo 
ing those that wish. to visit her, oxcept 
under rostrictions.” Thon turning to Sir 
Hudson, he continued—Sinco your amival 
wo have experienced nothing but voxations: 
Your. instructions are the same as Sir 
George Mockbwn's—he told me so—but you 
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execute them with fifty time mere rigour. 
He never vexed us with trifles.. I had 
yeason to be displeased with some of his 
procecdings, but we never conversed that 
we were not satisfied with cach other; but 


there is no talking to you—you are quite, 


~ untractable.. You suspect everything and 
everybody. You are a Licut-Genoral, 
but you do your duty like wn consigne; 
you never commanded any men but Corsican 
deserters; you vex us hourly, by: your 
little ways; you do not know. how. to 
conduct yourself towards men of honour, 


~~ 


your. soul is too low. Why do you not 


treat us like prisoners of war? You treat, 


us like Botany Bay convicts.” Tore..ho - 


_ stopped.” Sir Hudson with. much coolness 
replied—* I havo every desixo to ronder 
~ your situation ag agrecable as it is in my 
power, but you prevent me, General Ber: 


trand*has written to mo that [ vender your 


‘Situation dreadful (afreuse) ; he accuses me, 


as.you do now, of abuso of power and in- — 


* justice, I am the-subject of a frocegovern- 
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mont; [hold ovory species of tyranny and 
despotism in execration, and 7 will repel 
every attack upon my charactor on this 
point, as a calumny against « man who 
cannot be attacked with the aums of truth.” 
Bonaparte said—‘Tl y a des gons qu’on 
honneur ot qu’on déshonneur.” Sir Hudson 
replied—“Jo connois bien. cette ‘tactiquo, 
pour chercher se fldtrir lorsque on no pout 
pas se servir des autres ames,” ‘Che Admiral 
“said he knew that Sir Hudson was vory 
desirous to show him (Bonaparte) evory 
attention in his powor, but thoy did not 
understand ‘each other; he was cortain thero 
. was much misrepresentation, by communi- 
cations coming through a third person, 
‘Bonaparte turned to the Admiral, and said— 
“Do you know ho has had the moanncss 
.to Koop from mo a book; bacnuse on its 
cover I was designated Tmporor, and. he has 
boasted of having dono so.” “I boast ¢” 
said Sir Hudson, “ Yos,” added Bonaparté, 
“Colonel Koating, late Governor of Boy 
boh, told me so.” Sir Hudson ropliod that 
a 
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he knew the author of that book, and was 
certain he would approve of its not boing 
delivered. “ Pormit me,” said tho Admiral, 
“to explain to you tho story of the book, 
Sir Hudson showed it, to me, and told me 
the author had desired him to give it, or 
not, as he thought proper. The book itself ° 
was of little consequence, but Sir TIudson is _, 
forbidden 10 give you the title of Emporor. — 
I think he could not with propricty have 
sent it you, with the inscription that is on 
it.” Bonaparig veplied—‘ He has sent me 
letters addressed Emperor.” “Yes,” said. 
Sir Hudson, “but they came through the 
Secretary of State’s Offico, and from your 
own relations, not Englishmon.” Bonaparte 
continued—* Ho has also had tho {meanness | 
to speak of the contents of our lotiers, that 
came open io him, My old mother, al- 
though I forbade her to write to me, wroto 
to say that she would como io St, Helena 
and die with mo. This was told round the 
island.” “Not by mo,” said Sir IIudson. 

s “Yes, by you,” rejoined Bonaparte; “ Mr, 

es 


DIARY 6r 


Balcombe mentioned it.” Tho Admiral said. 
he had nover heard the circumstance, and 
ho knew that Sir IIndson held sneved the 
eontonis of all letters that came open to 
him, Bonaparte montioned other griovanves, 
particularly not being permitted Lo write 
notes of civility to the people of the island, 
except through the Governor; “for oxamplo, 
suppose I wished to invite Lady Malcolm 
to dinner, and I put apiceo of gallantry into 
my note, could a gentleman sond this opon 
to another for his inspection ?—impossiblo, 
If I meet an officer of the 53rd regimont and 
am desirous to ask him to dinner, I cannot 
without obtaining his (Sir [ludson’s) por- 
mission, for which thore is not probably 
timo,” Sir Iudson intomupted him, by 
saying that ho had refused to soo tho ollicors 
of tho 66th regiment. “ Yes,” said Bona- 
paric, “ because their Colonel had nol ealled 
on Marshal Bertrand to make tho request.” 
Sir IIndson said he had written Lo the Count 


1 Mz, Baleombo was the purvoyor, [lis daughtor, 
Mrs, Abell, published hor Jecolleations of Nupoleon. 
a 
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to say “he wished to introduce thom, Bona- 
‘parte replied’ with warmth—*I am. an, 
- Emperor in my own circle, and will bo so! 
as long as I live; you may make my body ; 
prisoner, but my soul is free. Europe will: 
hereafter judge of my treatment, and tho 
‘shame of it will fall on the English ‘nation ; 
even the poor sentinels of the 58rd regiment 
weep at my unworthy troatmont,” He 
_ continued—* You ask me for money to pay 
for. my living; I have none; but I have © 
plenty of friends, who would send me what-| 
. ever sum I required if I could write to them. 
Put me on rations if you please. I can 
dine with the officers of the 53rd regiment, 
and-if not with them, with the ‘soldicrs,"! 
Sir Hudson said he had not sought: the 
situation he now held, it was. offered. to 
him, and he would do his duty, and oxecute: 
is: instructions. Bonaparte replicd—‘ If 
you were ordered. to agsassinate me, would 
' you do.so?” “No,” answered Sir Hudson, 
“TI would not, My countrymen: do, not 
~ assassinate,” Bonaparte wont on-&" T. sea. 
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by. -your arrangemonts that you aro afraid 
TL. should escape; you tako uscloss -pro- 


cautions. Why do you not tie mo hand |: 


and foot? and thon -you will bo tranquil, 
You are not a general, you are only a soribo 
of office, To-morrow you will receive a 
letter from me, which I hope may bé known 
to all Europe.”! Sir Hudson answored, that 
he should not have any objections, if all his 
proceedings were published in England and 
in every othor country. Bonaparte recom- 
menced ‘his invectives; ho» seid Sir G, 
Cockbum had permitted thom to corrospond 


‘with people in tho island on points of 


civility. The Admiral said ho bolicved the 
change had beon made, or at least intondod, 
by Sir Goorgo, improper uso having been 


made of the indulgence, Bonaparte ox. , 


elaimed— Tho Governor tells you so, but 


it is false.” Bonaparto thon abused tho: 


English Government, and spoke of tho bling 
hatred of Lord Bathurst towards him, “Tt 


1 The: referonco is to tho lottor montioned «inte, 


pr 16, noid, 
a 
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has insulted mo in sending a man like you 
to guard me; you are no Tnglishman,” 
Sir Hudson replied, “That makes me laugh.” 
“ What, laugh, sir!” said Bonaparte, tuning 
to Sir IIudson with a look of surpriac. 
“ Yos, sit,” answered Sir Hudson; “I say 
what I think; I say it not only makes ma 
laugh, but it cxcites my pity, to sce how 
misinformed you are with respect to my 
charactor, and for the rudeness of your 
manners, I wish you'good-morning.” Sir 
Tfudson then quitted him abruptly without 
further ccremony. Bonaparte stopped his 
walk, apparently much surprised by this 
sudden vetreat. ‘The Admiral said, “TI 
must also wish you good-morning.” Bona- 
parte returned his bow, and desired his 
compliments to Lady Malcolm, During 
this conversation Sir TIudson never for a 
moment lost his tomper; Bonaparte fre- 
mently, particularly when ho addressed. 
Sir Hudson. They walked to and fro in the 
garden, and could not fail to be overhoard 
by Count Las Cases, Madame Montholon, 
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and Major Gorrequor,’ who continued walk- 
ing at a litilodistance. 

So soon as tho Admiral and Sir LIudson 
were gone, Bonaparte as usual ropeatod all 
that he had said to his suite, and thoy told 
his specchos again 1o various people, so that 
in two days they wore circulated amongst a 
great proportion of the island, whilst the 
knowledge of Sir Hudson’s replies, which did 
him much credit, wore confined io a vory 
small number, who wore prevented from 
circulating them, from the desire of the 
Governor that every twansaction at Long- 
wood should bo scerot. It is Lo bo remarked 
that all that passes at Longwood is known. 
The sorvanis have {reo accoss to tho camp 
of the 53rd regimont, sovoral of whom aro 
soldicrs ; Cipriani, le mative @hdlel, goon Lo 
the valley daily to purchaso articlos for tho 
house, attended by a soldier, who docs not 
speak his language. TIo is a Corsican, an 

. intelligent, communicative man, loves his’ 
mastor, but hates all those about him. Ile 


1 Aisle-do-camp to Sir ITudson Lowo, 
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* 


66 A DIARY OF ST. TIDLENA 


cntertains those he moots with anoedotos 
from Longwood, and in retwn takes home 
all he can hear. It is impossible it should 
be otherwise, and therefore il is best to sup- 
pose that overything is known, All rules, 
regulations, restrictions, otc, should bo public, 
On the 28rd of August Sir Hudson received. 
the letter that has since been published in 
the newspapers from Count Montholon. 
He was very desirous to have it kept scerot, 
and refused the Admirala copy ; not so thoge 
at Longwood; they read ib in Fronch and 
English to every one that called, and offered 
copics, but none wore taken, ab which tho 
Governor was justly displeased. 
On the 28th of August Bonaparte directed 
Count Montholon to write to Six Iudson 
_ that, while Count Bortrund was not per- 
mitied to grant passos, the Emporor desired 
the Governor would not give any, neither 
to officers, nor to the inhabitants, nor 40 
“passing strangors; for thoy rambled about 
the grounds and annoyed him. Sir Hudson 
1 See p. 16, noto, 9 
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enclosed the letter to the Admiral, and re- 
quested that he would not, for the prosent, 
grant any passes as he had dono horotofore 
to the officers of the Navy. 11 is undor- 
stood that Bonaparte wrote this lottor wider 
the influence of passion, and wished it ro- 
called, but pride would not permit him to 
Bay 80, 

Tho Admiral had no communication with 
Longwood from tho 18th of August till tho 
alst of September, considering it proper to 
mark his disapprobation of Ronaparto’s con- 
duct 10 the Governor on that day. Whon 
the time drew near that ho was to sail’ for 
the Cape, he thought it would ho propor to 
pay him a visit of ceremony. On mention- 
ing this to Sir Tfudson, although ho did not 
say that tho Admiral ought uot to go, yot 
ho showed by his mannor that ho did not 
altogother approve. ‘hey argued the mattor 
amicably. The Admiral urged that although 
Bonaparte had used unjustifiable languago, 
both as to the English ministers and Sir 
Tiudson} yot it was only a countorpart of ~ 

na 
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his conduct on various other occasions since 
he had been in our power; that he fancied 
Government would coutinue to regard him 
as a lion in the toils, whom it was desirous 
to tame by gentle means; that he had shown’ 
his disapprobation of his conduct by abstain- 
ing from Longwood; that were he not on 
the eve of his departure from the island, he 
would not think of secing him; that as it 
now stood, Bonaparte could only regard his’ 
visit as a ceremony. If ho roferred to the 
‘conversation (which he was cortain he would 
not) the Admiral would take that oppor- 
tunity to express his decided disapproba- 
tion of his conduct; he further argued that 
if he did not visit him, Bonaparte would 
suppose that ho was influonced by. Sir 
~ Hudson, which would irritate him. further, ’ 
and which was not desirable. The Governor, 
on the contrary, thought. that Bonaparto 
~ might-conelude from the Admiral’s visit that 
. he differed from him, respecting his eonduct 
, onthe 18th of August; but agreed thatit was 
not desirable that ponapeste should‘imagine 
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that the Admiral was influenced by him ta 
stay away. It,ended by Sir Hudson ro- 
questing the Admiral to do oxactly as ho 
thought best; that hoe was perhaps the best 
judge, as after what had. passed it could 
hardly be supposed he, Sir Hudson, was 
‘not influenced by his feolings. Ho only 
requested the Admiral would delay his visit, 
ashe was expecting a visit from Longwood, 
The Admiral also urged that if horeafter 
‘an accommodation between Sir Hudson. and 
Bonaparte was wished, he would be a 
‘channel by which it could be mado; but if 
he quitted the station without paying this 
visit. of ceremony, on his return ho would 
“bein an awkward ‘situation. On tho 21st 
of Septomber tho Admiral wrote to Sir 
Hudson to say that he intended to visit 
Bonaparte, as he should sail noxt day for 
the: Cape. : 
» Pho following is Sir Hudson’s answor and 
the Admiral’s reply— 
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“ Plantation House, 21st Seplember. 


“My Drar Sir, 

“T have had no communication 
with Longwood since 1 saw you, and have 
therefore no fresh opinion to offer on the 
subject of your visit there. Bonaparte’s 
protest against visits made by my permission 
relieves me of course from the necessity of 
offering any ; but without wishing to draw 
any argument from the rule ho has himself 
laid down, I am still of opinion thoro is a 
risk,—your visit at the present moment 
might do away any impression made on his 
mind by your having abstained from secing 
him evor sinco his late violent and revolting 
conduct, for no part of which any explanation 
has been offered. Whether this risk is of 
sufficient consequence to mako you suspend 
your visit, I should wish 10 leave 10 your 
own judgment to determine upon, only 
begging that you will consider the question 
in a general point of view, more than as: 

“regarding my personal situation an@ rola- 
n 
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tions with him, any influence of which in 
your determination, where highcr motives 
do not prevent, I should very much regret. 
T remain, my dear sir, 
“Yours faithfully, 
“TL Lown,” 


“My Dear Sir, 

“T have read with great attention 
your letter, 1 regret that you do not sco the 
visit of ceremony that I propose paying to 
Bonaparte in the same light 1 do—I foel 
confident that it will not havo tho result 
you suppose, Sinco Bonaparic ombazked 
on board the Northumberland, he las 
repeatedly conducicd himself in «a mosh 
indecorous manner, and cortainly on the late 
oceasion wilh the greatosL impropricty,—f 
have no doubl but Government will en- 
deavour to convinee him that he is not to 
act so with impunity. 1 think, howovor, 
that although they may order furthér 
resirictions, yel thoy will continue to desire 
that he May be weated with a cortain regard. 

al 
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This conviction alone induges me to keep bo 
the opinion that I expressed to you. My 
visit, will most probably pass in voromony ; 
but should Bonaparto speak on what has 
passod, you may be assured [ shall express 
to him the seme sontimonts on-his conduct 
as I have done to you. 
“T have the honour to be, 
“My dear six, ete., 
“~, Macon.” 
As the Admiral oxpected, Bonaparte took 
no notice of his long absence, nor did he 
mention a word of what had passed, or of 
his situation on the island, Next morning 
the Admiral told Sir Hudson all thal had 
passed, who appeared woll pleased that 
Bonaparte had avoided local subjects, 
September test, the conversation with 
Bonaparte bogan rospecting tho passage to 
tho Cape, and from that to maritime evonts 
of the late war, Ie said the Dutch wore 
a stupid people, much behind somo othor 
° European nations; till he built hips at 
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Antwerp thoy had a very bad navy. Ub 
was his intention to have formed another 
arscnalat Cuxhaven, IIe spoke again of the 
improved camels by which ho floated tho 
Rivoli with all her guns. His ongincer 
had proposed that this camel should have 
guns mounted on its sides, lest # small 
vessel should oppose their coming over the 
shoals, This appeared a favouite project, 
as he frequently recurred to it, hoy then 
spoke of the Russias and Germans. Bona- 
parte said the former were tho braver 
soldiers, that the Germans were not good 
woops, The Admiral asked what he thought 
of the Cossacks, Ee voplicd that they wore 
the most active and intelligent mon that he 
knew ; they could cross a country in which 
they had never been before in a most 
surprising manner ; they were nob formidable 
in a body, but indecd they never fought 
rogular armics, he did not seo one ab the 
battle of Borodino, but afterwards they 
annoyed him much as thoy had dono aftor 
the battle of Bylau. They word seldom 
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taken prisoners; thoy were trained !rom 
infancy to their particular modo of warfare, 
Here finished the conversation; tho visit 
did not last more than twenty minutes, 
September 22nd, The Admiral sailed for 
the, Cape! and returned the 28rd of 
November. On landing, before the Admiral 
had scen Sir Hudson, he reecived a letter 
from him respecting the transports and the 
supplies of the island, This letter the 
Admiral considered of an improper tenor ; it 
was the beginwing of a long and disagrecable 
correspondence, which created a coolnoss 
between them, which was increased after- 
wards by other circumstances, Had Sir 
Hndson seen the Admival and hoard from 
himself the nature of tho arrangements ho 
had made, whilst at the Cape, for the future 
supplies of SL. IIclena, this correspondence 
would have been avoided, and its disagrec- 
able consequences, Sir ILudgon on the 24th 
of November sent tho Admiral officially the 


1 Lady Malcolm accompaniod her husband on his 
visit to the Cape, : 
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restrictions that ho had considered it proper 
* to lay on Bonaparte and his suite; they axe 
dated the 9th of October.’ Six IIudson askecl 
his opinion of them, Tho Admiral con- 
sidered that some of them could not be 
carried into effect, and would give cause for 
much itritation. Sir Hudson said that he 
would modify them. Tho Admiral strongly 
recommended that the regulation respecting 
Longwood ghould be clear, and understood 
by every one, which was not the case ab 
present, and was tho cause*that covery 
idle story gained belief On the 25th of 
November the Admiral went from Planta- 
tion IIouse to visit Longwood. Sir JIudson 
had requested the Admiral to use his own 
judgment on the occasion, and again ox- 
pressed how dosirous ho was to rendor 
Bonaparic's situation more comfortable, but 
that he was provonted by Bonaparto’s con- 
duct towards him, The Admiral hoped and, 


1 Tho vegulations of the 9th October, tho circum- 


slances whigh gave viso to Lhom, and tho controversies 
to which thoy led, will be found in full in Porsyth, 
. 


é 
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believed that'ere long thoy would come to a 
better understanding. 

November 25th. Bonaparte received the 
Admiral ‘as usual, talked about the Cape and 
our establishment of Tristan de Cunha? . He- 
then spoke of the expedition against Algiers. 
Hoe’ said it was on too large a scale; ‘ho, 
thought we ought to havo blockaded the 
port completely ; that when the inhabitants 
found they were prevented carrying on thicix’ 
wade. they would have cut cach other's 
throats, and*thon made with us what terms 
we pleased, He however added, “if you 
‘succeed you ‘will gain groat credit in tho 
Mediterranean, but if you fail tho Algerians 
will be more impudent.” Ho told “the story 
of a Dey, who on. hearing that France twas. 
fitting out an oxpedition to destroy Algicrs, . 
said, if the King would send him ‘half the 
money the expedition cost him he would burn 
the town himself, This visit was very short, 

“The Admiral called on Madame Bertvand ; 


1 ‘Tristan de Cunha: was oooupied by the: British 
Soverament 4 in 181 & and abandoned in 1817, : 
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just aa hé came out. of her house he mot Sir 
Hudson with his Staff and. some dragoons. 
Sir Hudson told the Admiral he was come 
_ to arrest Las Cases for having ondoavoured 
. to bribe aslave to convey letters to Europe? 
The Admiral. related. to Sir Hudson what 
had “passed between him and Bonaparte. 
Sir Hudson never communicated to tho 
Admiral the particulars of the letter written. 
by Las Cases; but ho said publicly at his 
table that there was not anything in tho 
lettors but what might have been sent open. 
Aftazwards, however, he said he had dis- 
: covered matter of great import. ‘Six Hudson 
applied to the Admiral for 2 conveyance to 
the Capo for Las Casos—tho Grijfon was 
sont, 
> December Ath. Tho Admiral took, Lady . 
- Malcolm to Longwood to visit tho adios; 
Madame Bortrand was near hor confinement, 
They. wont from Plantation House. Lady 
“Lowe desired Lady Maleolm to say shé 


41 Tho letters in question aro printed by: Forsyth, 
vol, 1 pp. 76 ot soq. 
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intended to visit them next day. Whon 
Bonaparte heard that the Admiral and Lady 
Malcolm were at Longwood, he sent to say 
he was sorry ho could not seo thom, as he 
was unwoll; ho had not beon out of his 
house since the 9th of Octobor, when tho 
restrictions wore laid on, and declared he 
would not until some of thom wore changed, 
which was done, particularly as to tho post- 
ing of tho day sentinels. Tle nevor after 
wards took much exercise, but became vory 
abstemious, which kept him in health. 
December 18th. The Orontes avived from 
the Cape, having on board Captain Piont- 
kowski, and the three domestics of Bonaparte 
that had been sont to tho Capo, Lord 
Charles Somerset? had appliod to Captain 
Cochrano to give them a passago to ingland. 
It appeared to Sir Hudson and the Admiral, 
that ib was giving theso people an un- 
necessary voyage to sond thom to the Cape, 
if they were to be sent directly to England 
by way of St. Helena, And to avoid this 


1 Govornor of the Cape, ¥ 
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» in foture, the Admiral wrote to the Senior 
Officer at tho Cape, to desire, in the event of 
Lord Charles Somerset applying to him for 
a passage to England for Count Las Cases, 
whilst one of the mon-ol-war from India 
was at the Capo on her passage lo England, 
he would order her captain not to call at 
St. Helena. In doing this, the Admiral 
considered that he was providing for a caso 
that would probably occur, and forescoing 
the wishes of Government, The latter has 
proved to be the case, Lord Bathurst having 
directed that in the event of any of tho 
persons belonging to Bonaparto boing sent 
to the Cape and eventually sent to England, 
they ave not lo callat St. TIelona, Besides, 
tho Admiral considerod that Sir Tiudson 
had done with Lag Cascs on his arrival ab 
the Capo. Some timo afterwards it came to 
Sir IIudson’s knowledgo, in the course of 
conversation with Captain Stenfell, that 

such an order had boon given, which 
occasioned another long and moro cisagrec- 


able cofrespondence than that which had 
e 
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piiadéd and was still going on. respecting the»: 
transports, 
- December 28th, The Admixal ascompani ied. 
Lady Maltoln to Longwood. to visit Madame’ 
Bertratid’ before her confinoment; thoy 
found her in hourly expectation of it. . Dr: 
O’Meara came to Bortrand’s, and taking the 
Admiral aside, asked if he particularly 
wished to sce Bonaparte. The Admiral, 
surprised at the question, said, just as 
Bonaparte pleased’: “but,” said the doctor, 
“do you: bing no mossago from tho’, 
Governor?” “No,” said the Admiral, “wo: 
merely called to sec Madame Bertrand.” 
Dr, O’Meara thon mentioned. that there had. 
been a proposition between the Governor and. 
Bonaparte that the Admiral should madiato 
an ‘accommodation of their difforonces, 
Tho Admiral repliod that such a proposition 
must como from Sir Hudson, Tho Admiral 
never heard from the Governor on tho 
subject, nor docs he know at this moment. 
why the idea was not followed up; Dr? 
O'Meara informed him at one t&ne that: 


ra 
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both ‘parties. acquiesced.’ Bonaparte swas 
suffering at this time from want of oxerciso, 
which hoe porsisted in not taking. Tho 
sentinels had been removed, but by some 
‘unfortunate mistake not so soon as he wag 
informed they were, and when he went out 
one day he saw one and returned instantly. 

January 11th, Tho Admiral went to 
Longwood. When he mentioned his inten. 
tion of going for the purpose of introducing 
Captain Wauchope, Sir Hudson said it was 
a good opportunity, and hew much hoe 
wished Bonaparte might have the gratifica- 
tion of receiving visits, or any other gratifi- 
cation consistent with his security. These 
and similar sentiments Sir Hudson used 
frequently to express, but from the time the 
Admiral returned from tho Capo, he nover 
did go to Longwood but, sooner or lator, his 
visit. gave rise to unpleasant ideas in the 
-Governor’s mind, It was an. unwillingness 
to excite these projudices that made him gé 


1 The story at ‘this suggested mediation is told 


fully in F&ksyth, 
@ 
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so seldom. About threo o’clock Bonaparte 
xeecived the Admiral; they conversed tdte- , 
a-téte till six, when he introduced Captain 
Wauchope. Ile appeared thinner and his 
eyes xather sunk, bul considering that he 
had not taken any exercise since October, 
excopt in a small room, he was in boticr 
health and spirits than could be expected. 
Tho Admiral had not scon him for sovon 
weeks; the conversation was chiefly on the 
result of the expedition to Algiors, the 
Egyptian campaign, and evonts of his carly 
life, 

Expedition to Algiers, Bonaparte adhered 
to the opinion he had given bofore ho knew 
of Lord Tixmouth’s success,’ namely, that ib 
would have been bettor to have brought 
them to reason by blockading, than by 
force. Ifo romarked, howovor, that the 
aldack would give éclaé lo Mngland, but 
that the British Navy stood too high to 
Yequire anything of tho kind. Although it 

1The bombardmont of Algiors, followed by the 


surender of the captives, took placo in Migust 1816. 
e 
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would be some time boforo tho Algorians 
could build large ships, they would purchase 
small ones, which wore tho most trouble- 
some; that wo had stipulated they should 
not make slaves of tho men they took; bub 
they had not agreed they would not mako 
prisoners, and in the latter situation their 
treatment would be much worse than in the 
former, Jt was the interest of a man to 
treat his slave well, being his property. 
They would build thoir fortifications on an 
improved plan ; “but, after all,” said ho, “ib 
was a gallant enterprise, and would give us 
éclat.” , 

Ligyptian Campaign. Bonaparto said he 
nover had more than thirty-ono thousand 
soldiors, and that twonty-Lwo thousand, 
amongst whom wore some of the seamen 
that had oscaped from the flect, xe-ombarked 
for France. Tlis losses wore trifling oxeopt 
in his expedition to Acre, which cost him 
six thousand, sixtcon hundred of whom wére 
killed. If tho English Government did not 
approv€ of tho irealiy made by Sir Sidney 
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Smith and Kleber, they wore right not to 
confirm it, Sir Sidnoy had called himself 
a Commander-in-Chicf and a Ministor 
Plenipotentiary, neither of which was correct, 
and this Kleber knew, but he was most 
desirous to evacuate Reypt on any terms, 
Kleber wrote to the Directory that he had 
only twelve thousand men (when he had 
double ‘that number), and that he had not 
the means of making any defence, “ ‘I'his 
letter,” continued he, “ was intercoptad, and 
deceived the English Government, but Sir 
Sidney knew the truth, He showed much 


¢-talent in making the convention of Hi Arish, 


and much honour in his conduct afterwards 
to Kleber; for when he learned that tho 
troaty was not confirmed, he prevented - 
' Kleber from giving up the citadel of Dami- 
etta to the Turks.” Bonaparte thinks the 
English Government repented they had not 
confirmed the treaty, when they knew. tho 
tfuth.. Had Kleber lived, the French would 
have made a much better stand in Egypt, 
- He was a more able general thar Menou, 
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whose talent was in diplomacy. If the 
French had kept possession of Egypt, tho 
English sooner or lator would havo lost 
India; for if it could not be conquered by 
the Red Sea, the commerce would have been 
drawn to that quarter, and he would have 
even made the Hast India Company trade 
with him. Merchants were of that country 
‘ that gave them most profit: those of London 
had frequently supplied him with money ;° 
he mentioned the house of Baring as 
possessing great wealth, and ready to 
speculate on all occasions, The Admiral 
replied to the last observation, that ho 
thought: that their chief business was - 
with Amorica. Bonaparto sanswered—" [ 
do not say they had any concerns with me.” 
On his return from Dba ho said he hed 
several propositions from London merchants 
to supply him with money; one from a rich 
house whose offers he had now by him; he> 
was to pay them with Government papér, 
but it was to ‘be a secret how the paper was 


disposed*:of, to prevent the fluctuations of - 
e 
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tho funds which the knowledge of the trans- 
action would occasion. Tho Admiral observed 
he hoped one of these days all these things 
would bo published. ITolaughed. Io said 
it was his intention to have oponed the 
ancient canal between Suez and Cairo; he 
had clearly ascortaincd that it could bo 
done, the Nile at Cairo being nearly on a 
level with the Red Sca, Bonaparte added, 
England ought 10 have kept possession of 
Aloxandria, it would have been of much 
more use io fhom than Malla, Thoy sont 
troops 10 do so (alluding to those under 


 Goncral MacKenzic Fraser’), but too fow; 


they went against Rosetta instead of romain- 
ing on the dofonsive at Alexandria. Spoak- 
ing of keeping the Grand Scignior in full 
power, Trance, he said, ought never to 
consent to tho dismombormont of Turkoy. 


1 Jn March 1807 an oxpedition was sont from 
Sicily to Egypt, undor the command of Genoval 
MacKenzie Fraser. Aloxandria was easily ocoupiod 
but an attack upon Rosetta was dofeated with hoayvy 
loss, And the wholo oxpedition was a fnilfivo, 

eo 
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“When I was at Tilsit I uscd to talk 
jolly (bavard), call tho Turks barbarians, 
and that they ought to be turned out 
of Europe, but I never intended to do so, 
for when T looked at the map I saw it 
was not for tho interest of Franco that 
Constantinople should be in the hands of 
. eithor Austria or Russia. Tho Grocks,” 
he added, “would like the dominion of 
Russia better than any other; the similarity 
of religion is the causo; when Moscow was 
burnt the Grooks were cnraged,” 

Bonaparte spoke of Paoli as a fine char- 
acter; ho said ho neither betrayed Franco 
nor England, but was always for his country, 
England did not show good policy with 
rogard Lo Corsica,’ Tfad sho pormitted the 
Covsicans 10 ostablish a free government 
under hor protection, sho might have 
rondered it far more useful to hor than by 
making it part of hor dominions, Bonaparte 


1 In 1794 the British forcos seized Corsica. the 
party which followed Paoli offered the crown to the 
English Ming, who accopted it. 
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spoke in praise of Sir G, HilioL, tho Vicoroy, 
and also of the Ifon, F. North, the Sceretary 
of tho island. Ile styled Paoli the great 
friend of the family, and added he was quite 
an Englishman; he contrasted overything 
with what he had scen in England. The 
Admiral requested 1o know if it was truvo 
that hoe (Bonaparte) was offered a commission 
in the English army. He replied—* 1 will 
tell you how it was. Paoli urged mo to 
enter into tho English service, he thon had. 
the power of procuring mo a commission in 
as high a yank as T could oxpect; but ] 
preferred the French, because I spoke the 
langnago, was of their religion, understood 
and liked their manners, and T thought the 
boginning of a revolution a fino timo for an 
enterprising young man. Paoli was angry 
wo did not speak afterwards, but I always 
xespected him, and so did ho ma, Oneo 
he said, ‘That young man will be one of 
Plutarch’s ancients,’ T considered this as a 
great compliment. 

“The beginning of my riso was at’Loulon. 


e 
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The axtillery in which I was sorving was 
badly officorod, numbors had been privates 
without education. Ji was known 1o tho 
gonoral that I had been well oducated at 
Vécole nulitaire ; I was the sort of person ho 
wanicd; ho gave me the command; J was 
successful, and gained reputation, Fortun- 
ately I was in Paris at the revolution of 
the 18th Vendémiaire (October 5th, 1795). 
Afterwards I was sent to command in Italy, 
where T gained further reputation. I thon 
went to Egypt, from whence Z returned to 
France at a fortunate moment, when tho 
existing government was so bad it could 
not continue, I became its chief; overy- 
thing .elso followed of courso,—voila mon 
histowre en peu de mots.” The Admiral 
xemarked he was also fortitnate in escaping 
the English cruisers, “Yes, and J givo 
myself much credit for having dono so, I 
was in a bad sailing ship; we stood towards 
Cyprus against the wind thirty days; At 
times we lost ground; but I concluded at 


that sedion the wind would change and 
a 


go A DIARY OF ST. MELENA ° 


blow strong, It did so, and I arrived in a 
gale at Ajaccio, whero T was confirmed in 
what I had heard in Egypt, of tho reverses 
the French had met with in Italy, and tho 
general want of confidence in the Directory. 
This information which I had obtained in 
Egypt, by way of Constantinople, and by 
_newspapers brought by flags of truce, was 
the cause of my quitting the army. T saw 
it was impossible 10 expect reinforcements 
from Franco in its then slate, without which 
nothing further could be done.” Bonaparte 
also gave himself credit for having made 
Admiral Brucys mako the land twonty 
leagues to the westward of Aloxandria, by 
which manouvre ho missed Nelson. Jlad 
Sir Sidnoy Smith kopt a fow ships off 
Alexandria ho could nob havo escaped. 
Landing from Ilba, Whon Bonaparte 
landed from Tilba, ho said tho Hrench troops 
showed tho most oxact discipline; thoy 
akways camo over to him in bodies. Ono 
instanco ; a corps by order from their officers 
presented against him. Io rodoup and 
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called to some who, he saw by tho badgo 
on their arms, had served with him, “You 
old’ soldiers, do you wish to shoot your 
gencral?” “Sco if wo do,” thoy roplicd, 
and put their ramrods into their muskets 
to show thoy were not loaded. When ho 
came to Grenoble, the troops on tho walls 
shouted ‘ Vive ’Empereur,” but did not 
open tho gates. “ What can this mean?” 
said Bonaparte to some of his suite, At 
last hearing that General Marchand, who 
commanded, had forbid they should be 
opened, ho ordered Marshal Bortrand 1o 
call out that the Emperor dismissed General 
Marchand from his command, and that it 
was his Imporial ordors that the gatos should 
be opened, Vode wne autre chose—tho 
genoral is dismissed, and the Timperoy ordorg 
the gates to be opened, and accordingly 
thoy wore opencd, At Lyons, Bonaparte 
reviowed some troops, and roprimaitded a 
regiment for not performing its avolutiois 
properly, This he said had a great effect ; 


it showell ho was confident of his re-cstab- 
. 
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lishment. The son of Marshal Moncoy, 
who commanded a regiment, wrote to him 
to say he had a great regard for him. per- 
sonally, but he had sworn to be faithful to 
Louis, and he would keep his oath. He 
added, he respected him for his conduct, 
But,” said the Admiral, “it would not 
have answered your purpose had many acted 
like young Moncey.” He langhed. 
Speaking of Soult, whom he considered as 
one of his best generals, ho said-—* I. know 
that Soult was faithful to the king, yet all 
his acts had so much the appearance: of 
being in my favour, that it is only myself 
that could know that they were not done 
with that intention, He then mentioned 
that several corps the most attached to him: 
were placed in the south of France, and 
none of the troops on which the Bourbons 
could rely. Tho Admiral asked why they 
were so placed if Soult was faithful to the 
King, Bonaparte replicd—‘‘ Because he did 
not calculate on my return direct to France. 
He told me he thought if I did shake the 
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attempt it would be by the way of Italy; 
and that these were the best quartors for 
troops, and he was desixous of boing popular 
with the élite of the army.” 
_ The Admiral spoke of Marshal Ney. 
“ Crest. une autre chose,” said Bonaparte. 
“Ney was a hero in the field, macs toujours 
une pawore téte;” and by his manner 
showed clearly that he knew that the 
Marshal had committed himsolf towards 
the Bourbons. Bonaparte continued,—there 
were many officers who would have fought 
against him, but few or none of the soldiers, 
. Count D’Artois, when he came to Lyons 
"with Macdonald, acted very impoliticly; he 
appeared with the order of tho St. Esprit, 
which, all those who have vison by the xe- 
volution hated, because by no degree of 
merit could they obtain it, as by its institu- 
tion it required. so many goncrations of 
nobility, The Count had twelve officers in. 
his’ staff, not one in blue uniform, not ont 
with the Legion of Hénour—not. che who. 
had fought with the soldiors they came to 
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command—some had fought against thom. 
This was noticed to Macdonald, who said it 
should be changed, that the Count would 
take six from the army at Lyons— C'est 
trop tard,” was the reply. Bonaparte xo- 
peated what he had often said— Opinion 
is everything in Franco, and most frequontly 
turns on trifles.” 

The Admiral asked him, if he had been 
placed in Louis’ situation, would ho have 
continued the Logion of Ilonour? “ No,” ho 
replied, “because it will always bring me 
inremembrance ; but as thoy have continued, 
it, they ought not 1o ondeavour to vilify 
me; on the contrary, they ought to praise 
me for my deeds that brought glory Lo 
Franco—I always was tho first to speak of 
the greal deeds of Tenry1V. 1 will toll ! 
you what will happen when L am dead 
and gone, say in thirly years, They, tho 
Bourbous, will bo obliged to raise a 
‘monument 10 my momory in Fudneo; has 
not your Regent made one for the Stuarts?” 
“Yos,” answered tho Admiral,’ but it is 
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for the last of the family.” Bonaparte 
spoke of Louis as a good and well-intentioned 
man, but there was a party (ultra royalists) 
that he could not keep in order, who would 
overturn his government ; they wore power- ' 
ful, but not numerous, At tho return of 
the Bourbons the prefects had filled up the 
number of the electors, and they, to court’ 
the rising sun, put in none but violent 
royalists, Now it is wished that tho 
majority had been moderates, but it cannot 
bo changed; the ministers of (Louis cannot 
tcontrol this party, and the allics cannot be 
pleased that they havo a majority. The 
Admiral said that timo and tranquillity 
would put every one in their proper placo, 
but allowod it was impossible to fomm a 
judgmont of the real foclings of the nation 
Uill tho forcign woops should bo withdrawn. 
Uo then weed his former idea, that Louis 
had a largo party of the peaceable and woll- 
disposotl iu his favour, ‘* Wo will seo,” satd 
Bonaparte ; “ they are a ficklo nation.” 


Amefcans. Bonaparte was much amused 
e 


96 A DIARY OF ST, HELENA 


by the report he had read in the papers 
that the Americans were desirous to possess 
the island of Lampedusa. “What fools 
there ave in the world,” said he, “ that these 
people that may do as they please in half 
the globe should wish to havo a little bad 
island that would cmbroil them constantly 
with the European powers, and. which they 
* would lose the first war. These pooplo’s 
heads’ are tiuned with their accidental 
success, which they attribute to their . 
superior power and knowledge. Tngland . 
would be better without Canada, it keeps 
her in a prepared state for war at a great 
expense and constant invitation; but it isa 
point of honour to keop it, and thereto 
nothing can be seid,” 

New Peers in France. the Admival ox- 
pressed his surpriso that Louis should have 
made the infant sons of Lannes and Bessidres 

peers. He supposed the only reason was 
their large fortunes, as it was most desirable 
_ that the peers should be rich, which made 
them independent, Bonaparte replied, he 
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‘supposed the reason’ was, that at the time 
numbers thought the King had the intention 
of restoring to tho emigrants part of thoi 
property; now by making those children 
‘peers, he showed he had no thoughts of tho. 
kind, as part of their property had belonged 
to emigrants, and they could not be of use 
to him till they wore.of age. Bonaparto 
added—* The Duke of Orleans is the only 


> Bourbon that can settle France. He fought 


for the revolution, and has never drawn his 
sword against Frenchmen; hp wears tho 
“Legion. of Honour, and never the St. Esprit, 

" “except on great occasions. This isa wille- 
“apparently, but,” he repeated again, “ trifles 
- avo groat things in Franco—veason nothing,” | 
1817. January 31st. The Admiral, accom 

.. panied by Lady Malcolm, visited Longwood’ 
. to-seo Madame Bortand after her confino- 
mont, They found hor lying.on a.sofa with 

"pillows trimmied with lace and worked muslin, 
a mauslin quilt thrown over her, a handsome: 
French. cap, and loose morning dress of 
muslin ower pink; her infant, a- fine child in 


H 
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a cot with gill ornamenis; the toiletic 
regularly set out, and the room completely 
arranged to see company. She was in good 
spirits, Bertrand proposed to the Admiral 
that he should mention to Bonaparte that 
we wore there, in which ho acquiesced, 
adding that the visit was, however, io 
Madame. He soon returned io request wo 
would walk over. Bonaparte recoived us 
as usual, complimenicd Lady Malcolm on 
her return, and supposed sho was now 
qualified to bo a midshipman; ho proposed 
“to her to sit on the sofa with him; he asked 
her if sho saw the Marquis de Montchonu 
as often as formerly ?—what would ho do 
when wo left the island? Tle know Count 
Balmaine was living at Rosemary Tall with 
the Stiumers—he was told tho Baroness 
was pretty. “Yes,” replied Lady Maleolm, 
“but not so much so as she has beon; sho 
had grown fat.” “Thon,” said he, * she will 
nothave any childron,” Bonaparto appeared 
1o know covery trifling oceurronce, Ife 
asked Lady Malcolm how she Ijked tho 
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island, and if it resembled Scotland. She 
replied she did not like it at all, it resembled 
some places she had seon in Scotland, He 
said, “Will you be glad to leave it?” 
“Yes,” for sho had loft her only child in 
England. He then asked the Admiral if 
the report was true that he was soon going ; 
who replied he did not know officially that 
he would soon be relioved, but he thought 
it probable; he was desirous to enjoy ihe 
shore during the peace. Bonaparte said it 
would not last long, ten years si most. He 
had seen by the papers that there wore 
discontents in Ingland, He thought it 
was impossible to go on with such a great 
expense as you (Iiugland) are now at; he 
could not sec lho end of it; thore was, 
however, one resource. “You may take 
the Church revonues, which will pay part 
of tho debt, and you may then reduco the 
interest one per cent. on the remainder.” 
Lady Malcolm oxclaimed, “Seizing the 
revenues of tho Church will never answer.” 
Tic laughed and asked if sho was a Christian. 
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She replied, she was an Episcopalian, viz. 
Church of England, that tho Admiral was 
Presbyterian, “Thon,” said he, “do you 
think” (pointing to the Admiral) “his soul 
will be damned?” “No,” sho xeplicd, 
“that was not our tenet, our religion only 
differed in civil forms.” Bonaparte asked 
if there was much show in the English 
Church ?—had they an altar, a crucifix, did 
they bwmn incense? IIe liked incense, it 
made the churches smell so sweet. All 
these questiins wore answered by Lady 
Malcolm. He thon put various questions 
to the Admiral respecting the Scotch Church. 
He highly approved of the livings being 
moderate, and nearly alike. “Thoro is good 
senso in that,” was his romark. Bonaparte 
said England ought to tax her absentocs.. 
The Admizal said the income tax did ib, 
and regrolicd that it had been given up. 
Bonaparte added that she had not done 
Rersolf justice ab the peace. ‘'Choso kings 
whose ,countries she had saved for thom, 
who could not indemnify hor wit? money, 
© 
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she ought to have insisted on giving hor an 
exclusive trade to their colonies for five or 
even ton years; it was bul justico, and tho 
allied powers must have agreed to it, This 
last remark was in consequence of the 
Admiral saying the other powers would 
have mado difficultics. The King of the 
Netherlands owes to England his countzy, 
so do Spain and Portugal, they could not 
have refused the demand, Bonaparic said 
if the war had continued longer, the irado 
to the Wost Indios for suga? would havo 
been injured, as that made from beotroot 
was oxeellent. Tho Admiral roplicd the 
specimens he had scon were bad, very 
insipid, and Bonaparte allowed it was so, 
till very lately they discovered a mode lo 
‘erystallize it, which rondored it’as good as 
that from cane, To said they had also 
discovercd how to mako indigo. Tt had 
been known long ago, but thon they did 
not undorstand how to separate certiin 
ingredients that spoiled it, The chomisis 
had made the discovery, and the manufactory 
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was flourishing, so that it might bo said 
that chemistry had mado a revolution in 
commerce, like that of the discovery of a 
passage to India by the Capo of Good Hopo. 
Tle believed we had a fow as good chemists 
as in France, but chomical knowledge was 
more genoral in France. Ilo had instituted 
an academy for fifty youths to study that 
seionce, Ile spoke of Sir Tlumphry Davy, 
whom he had scon in Paris, Bonaparto 
repeated to-day what he said on a former 
occasion, and indocd what ho had said to 
numbers, for it is his custom when he has 
a favourite idea to repeat it whenevor he 
has an occasion, namely, that he, Bonaparte, 
destroyed tho principles of tho Fronch 
revolution, and that the allics had revived 
them, by placing tho Bourbons on tho 
throne contrary Lo tho wishes of the nation, 
The Admiral answered that he continued of 
opinion that, among the peaceable and well- 
disposed inhabitants, there was a strong 
party for Louis. Bonaparte replied jthat ho 
was mistaken, there were very fow, and if 
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he had never come from Elba, Louis would 
nevertheless have been dothroned. Tho 
Bourbons never can be sceurce till thoy 
restore the French glory; the Fronch are 
a vain-glorious people, they like their vanity 
better than bread, At present they {col 
themselves humbled, and their King they 
think is tho cause; he came to France on 
tho shoulders of Wellington, over the dead 
bodies of her citizens. It was impossible 
to foresce the vesult of the irritation the 
contributions tend 10 keep up? “ The allies 
had better have taken territory at once; 
for the moment tho sensation would havo 
been greater, but it would have been soon 
over, ‘Tho pictures ought not to have been 
taken from the Louvre, it tvas adding io 
tho unpopularity of Louis, Tad 1 been 
left 10 reign, and been obliged to submit 10 
such terms as were dictated, it would havo 
been good policy to have taken them, and 
humbled,me and France as much as possfble, 
Not so a king of your own setting up. 
Suppose what has happened in Franco had 
a 
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happened in England, and you had a king 
forced on you by foreign bayonets, would 
‘you keep him when no longer supported by 
force? No; people are not now sheep to 
be disposed of as in former times, when ‘a 
king.of France would not marry a woman. 
that was ill-behaved (ho ought to have 
said, divorced his wife becauso she was :ill- 
behaved), and your Prince Henry, not so 
scrupulous, married her, and by her obtained 
possession of two fine provinces, Poitou and, 
Guicnne.” “Phe system,” he added, that 
I pursued in Spain, although. it would. havo 
eventually been forthe good of that country, 
yot it was contrary to the opinion of the 
people, and therofore 1. failed,’ Ferdinand.‘ 
is right in following his. present system, : 
for tho Spaniards like their bigotry, their 
priests, and’ all thoiy ancicnt customs. 
' Ferdinand’s confessor once said. to mo— 
‘Why do you wish us to chango our prosent . 
modes? We like thom, and go ought. you, 
for whilo we follow them we shall nover bo’ 
" aggroat nation, but wo are. content”to bo 
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as wo are” Ib is impossible to fave a 
great nation contrary to its opinion.” ‘The 
Admiral remarked that. tho opinion of a 
nation was seldom known till it was tried. 
te England ‘is endeavouring so do so,” he 
xesumed,.'“by supporting the Bourbons.” 
The Admiral ‘said it was yet to be seen 
“whether or not it was really contrary to the 
majority, Bonaparte said—* England ought 
to have left me on the throne of France, to 
have humbled. her, and to have reduced 
‘her boundaries as much, as thy pleased.” 
Taiy Malcolm said it would not have boen 
good policy in England, because ho would - 
not have allowed aan to romain in a 
liumbled. state. Tngland required peace, 
and ho would. as soon.as possible have gono 
to war to raiso Franco to the greatness ho 
had dono before, Bonaparte. conceived 
Lady Maleolm had said that ho hated 
England: ho interrupted her with much 
‘animation, saying she was mistaken, ho did 
not. hato the English; on the contrary, he 
had always had tho highost opinion of theire 
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character. He must confess it was now 
changed, but the proof that such had been 
his opinion, was his having trusted to tho 
protection of their laws, rathor than go to 
the Emperor of Russia or his father-in-law, 
the Emperor of Austria, “whore 1 should 
have had a palace to live in, J have been 
deccived, and here Iam ou a vile rock in 
the midst of tho ocean. I belicve,” said 
he, “there are more honourable mon in 
England proportionately than in any othor 
country—but then thore are some vory bad, 
they aro in extremes.” Bonaparte repoated, 
Europe was very unsettled; Prussia was 
requiring a constitution, so was Italy, as 
well as different states of Germany. Tho 
Bourbons wore endeavouring 10 conciliate 
all parties; ib was folly, they should talo 
a decided line; better oven adopt tho ullra 
royalists and root out the others; ab present 
the King only governs undor Wellington ; 
thore was no real nobility in Franco, no 
aristocracy, no leaders of party. Tho country 
was like a smothered volcano, and no person 
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could toll when or whore it would bust. 
The allics would in the ond partition Trance. 
Ttaly 100 required a constitution, thoy 
hated the Austrians. The Emperor was 
afraid 10 be crowned, he mistook the ~ 
applause with which he was received in 
passing through the country, “It was not 
intended for him,” said Bonaparte, laughing, 
“it was for his daughter, my wife, who 
twavolled with him.” IIe then apologized 
to Lady Malcolm for speaking on polities, 
She answered, it was what Englishwomen 
wore accustomed 10 hear continually. Tho 
Admiral said sho had been used to it from 
achild, that she and her family wero staunch 
Foxites. Bonaparto asked hor if sho had 
known Fox porsonally; he said he was an 
excellent man; his death was a misfortune 
both to England and France, for had he 
lived there would have been peace between 
the countries. Tho Admiral said that ho 
had before widerstood him that, Mr. Fox's 
doath had made no difference in the terms 
proposed. Bonaparte said —* Pardon me, it 


108 A DIARY OF ST. HELENA 


mado a difference; even beforo he died, 
whilst ho was ill, they began to alter their 
tono: had he lived ho would havo viowod 
certain events that happened differently 
from his successors.” The Admiral observed. 
that Lord Lauderdale was a friend of Ma, 
Fox's. Bonaparte said ho was so, but said 
nothing further respecting his lordship. 
Ile said when Tngland was sincore in a 
wish to treat, sho omployed such mon as 
Lord Cornwallis, a charactcr of fimmness 
and honour*of which he gave tho following 
instance. When the Treaty of Amicns was 
concluded, it was necossary to go lo the 
Tl6tel de Ville to sign, ib being considered 
neutral ground. TL was lato in the ovening, 
and the ministers wore so fatigued that 
they agreed 10 dofer pulling thoir names 
to it till noxt day, but they should consider 
it as signed, During tho night a courier 
arrived from London, with despatches that 
Would have ocenasioned a further discussion ; 
when thoy met ab tho Tdtel do Ville, Mr. 
Merry, the Scerotary of Legation, urged 
s 
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his lordship 10 make some proposal. IIe 
replied, ‘No, my word is pledged to sign it 
in its present stale; Government may 
ratify ib or nol as thoy pleaso.”? Te asked 
Lady Malcolm if she knew the Duchoss of 
Dorset; he said she was not a well-bred 
woman; she was at Paris with Lord Whit- 
worth, at the time he used to give dinners 
of fifty covers, and she never camo in time 
—the English were very angry with her, 
He added, Lord Whitworth was a sensible 
man, but he had misrepresented?a convorsa- 
tion ho had had with him. Tho Admiral 
asked if it was the conversation at tho levée, 
‘*No; every person heard that; it was 
provious in a private interview,” Bonaparto 
asked if it was likely that the divorce of 


1 This incident has beon told by others. Moneval 
volates it in somo dotail, and his knowlodgo of what 
passed at Amions is ospecially good. 

4 Arabella Diana, daughter of Sir Charles Copa, 
married first the third Duke of Dorset, who dig 
in 1797. In 1801 she married Lord Wlniworth, 
who from 1802 to 1808 was British Ambossadoy in 
Paris, ” 
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the Princess of Wales would take place, 
The Admiral answered, he did not think it 
would, for, by tho laws of England, a 
husband must not pul it into a wile’s power 
to recriminate. Bonaparto said, it was 
best not, for the sake of tho little Princess. 
He knew Prince Leopold, ho was to have 
heen one of his aides-de-camps; ho called 
him un brave jeune homme. They then 
took leave. 

The day after this intorview Sir TIudson 
called on the Admiral accompanied by Sir 
Thomas Reade; they had some difference of 
opinion respecting the supplies from the | 
Cape, On Sir TIudson’s taking leave ho 
addressed the Admiral in an oxtraordinary 
manner, and said—* AL your last interview 
with Bonaparto, did anything occur of which 
his Majesty’s Govornmont should be in- 
formed?” Tho Admiral replied, “Nothing,” 
Tad Sir IIudson oxpressed a desire to bo 
iaformed of the conversation, the Admiral 
would have had much pleasure in detailing 

1 Adjutant-Gonoral in the island 
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it to him; but to be interrogated in that 
mode was repugnant to his feclings. 

March 7th. The Admiral did not see Bon- 
aparie again until the 7th March, When he 
visited Longwood he found him in excellent 
spirits, roading English papers that had beon 
received by the store-ship. They conversed 
for some time on events that had beon 
mentioned in the papers. Ie said Franco 
cowd not pay her present expense; during 
the best period that he was on the throne he 
never could have raised within sone million 
sterling of what was now required, He 
asked the Admiral if we would take any part 

‘in the disturbances of Spanish America. 
Tie xeplied, “No.” “But,” said Bonaparte, 
“you will favour its separation from the 
mother country underhand, for whilst Spain 
retains her colonics, no matter how kind you 
are to her, ang how ill she is treated by 
Fvanee, she will be your enemy and tho 
friond of Franco, because she will always be 
jealous of her trade, and for the loss of it 
from the superiorily of your navy. But 
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separate hor from her colonies, and she will 
become a warlike nation on the back of 
Ffyvance, of whom she will then be jealous, 
and will leaguo with you against her.” 

War with Russia, Sho war was andor- 
taken because Alexander had not complied 
with some of tho articles of the Treaty of 
Tilsil. “ But,” said Bonaparte, “T hoped by 
il to establish solidly tho kingdom of Poland 
as a barvicr against Russia, who sooner or 
later will overrun Turope.” “ Why,” said 
tho Admira, “did you not stop in Poland ?” 
* Bocause had £ been able to keep possession 
of Moscow during the winter, T could havo 
dictated my own terms; but tho Russians ’ 
burnt it and ruined mo.” “ Why,” asked. 
tho Admiral, “did you not march on 
Potorsburg ?” “IT had nob my magazines,” 
replied Bonaparte, “and 1 cond not huye 
subsisted my army; round Moscow thore is 
plonty of grain.” Bonaparte then spoke of 
the English nation; he said ho always 
esteemed them, lut he had trusted too much 
lo their generosity, df aver tho Admiral 
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saw the Queen of Wirtomborg,’ she could 
tell how he had behaved to her; he said if 
old George were well ho would have beon 
better treated, ho was not so much in the 
hands of his ministers as the Regont; 
besides, he would have seen the bad, con- 
sequences to royalty of debasing a person 
who had once worn a crown by the choice of 
anation. The Regent should remember the 
flattering messages he sent to him at the 
Peace of Amiens, Bonaparte considered 
Lord Grenville as the most abls statesman 
in England, The Inglish noblemen should 
give up their’ sinecures; although it was a 
trifle, ib would please the people, which was 
of consequence at such times as the presont 
appeared to be. 

Evor since the 18th of August till this 
day Bonaparte had avoided, in his conversa- 
tions with the Admiral, saying anything 
vospecting his situation at St, Iclena; but 
he now began by asking him if the 


1 Charlotte, oldest daughtor of George TIT. of 


‘England, 
1 


114 A'DIARY OF ST, HELENA 


Commissioners had reccived letters, and if 
they would visil him as individuals. Next 
day the Admiral called on Sir TIudson, who 
requested the Admiral to have the goodness 
to put it wpon paper, which he did in tho 
following loticr, which will give the finish of 
that day’s conversation, There were a low 
expressions that aro not in the lotter—such 
as asking tho Admiral if he did not think 
the Governor a ‘cunning man, to which he 
replied his tempor was too quick to be 
cunning. Sir IIudson appeared particularly 
well pleased with the <Admiral’s opon 
communication, as it occurred al a timo 
when the Admiral and ho were not cordial, 7 
on account of a disagrecablo correspondence 
that had takon place on subjects nol relating 
lo Bonaparte. 
“ March 8th, 1817. 
“My Drar Sir, 
“Yorstovday I had an interview with 
Bonaparto; ho had beon reading tho papors 
1 The substance of this and the following lottors 
has been published in Vorsyth, vol. ii, pp, 128 of seg, 
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you had scent him, and was in good spirits; 
we conversed on various subjects arismg 
from them, He inquired if the Commis. 
sioners had received letters by this occasion, 
I replied in the affirmative, ‘ Willthey then 
see me as individuals?’ I did not know, 
nor did I believe they had ever expressed a 
desire to see him assuch. Bonaparte said— 
‘The Russian has not any objections, his 
expressions in the request that was made t- 
me to see thom as Commissioners wer 
different from the others,’ II@ then cow 
plained of the late restrictions much i 
same terms which he has stated to y 
writing, except that he added, the peop’ 

wore with him had agreed to confor 
restrictions imposed on himself, 

they were subject to somo from 

was oxempt, alluding to their bc 

hibited 1o ride to Miss Mason’s | 

selves, He also said that by th 
Parliament, ministers were empc 

confine him under cortain restric 


was for them to say what they sh 


e 
4 


116 "A DIARY OF ST, ELENA 


but that they could not give dat power to 
others. Troplicd they certainly could tothe 
Governor. He contended, that if they could 
givo it to the Govornor, he could to his.aide- 
do-camp. This conclusion T would; not 
admit, He said you had refused to permit 
Tas Cases'to speak to him alone before his 
departure; he allowed there might be 
inconveniences in granting this permission, 
but not equal to the indecorun of refusing 
it. Tanswered that Lag Cases had the option 
of remaining at St. Helena. Ele replied, 
he could not accept of it, as he had beon 
humbled by:the conduct observed towards 
him. I-said he had offended against the 
law, and therefore thoro was no hardship in 
his caso, Tle then aid ho had boon: -pre- 
vented from secing the Austrian: botanist! 

1 ‘The Austrian botuniat ts ono Walle, who came to 
8b, Helona undor tho protection of Baron Stttrymion 
Ho was guilty of tho impropricty of sceretly bringing 
wath him lottors and prosonts for somo of Napoleon's 
suite, ‘his was clearly ostablishod, though after 


vopeated denials on his part, and ho had, to leave the 
island. Baron Sttirmor’s ‘lottors aro full of this man, 
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before his departure, who. had come from, 
. and was going to, the, residence of his wife 
‘and son, I replied that person had also acted . 
contrary to the law, and of course could not 
be -permitted to see him. Bonaparte’ 
‘apologized to me. for speaking on these - 
-subjects; he knew they were disagréeable 
‘to me, but he had beon inadvertently led to 
them. I. said the restrictions had been 
modified to please him,” and that I was 
certain you had evory desire to render his 
situation ‘as .agreesble as , Circumstances 
wouldadmit. Ho replied he could not think 
‘80, for before the Orontes sailed ho ‘was 
. preparing a letter of complaint to be sent to 
Lord. Castlereagh, for the Prince’ Regent, 
when a proposition was made to him through 
Dr. O'Meara, that I should mediato an 
arrangement of the differences that subsisted 
between you and. him; in consequenco of 
‘which communication, .he stopped ' writing 





- —e 
who gave him much trouble, and. brought him into 
‘difficulties not ‘only withthe English authorities but 
- with his own Government, * 
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the letter, yet nothing has boon dono. I 
replied that cortainly this circumstance had 
not beon mentioned to me, but as ships ate 
that, time wore expected from England, I 
suppose you delayed speaking of it till you 
could learn the sonliments of ministers on 
the svents that had caused the additional 
resizictions being puton. I further observed 
that, in my opinion, most of tho misun- 
dorstondings that had axison wore from 
misropresontations, misconceptions, and the 
want ofa frc> personal convorsation. Bona- 
parte answered perhaps it was so; ‘the 
Governor docs not understand my charactor, 
he has never soon me but when I was 
irritated, and then J spoko folly.’ T voplied 
that I thought ho algo miscomprehonded 
your charactor, that T hoped ero long ho 
woud have an umieablo conversation with 
you;—that he would find you possessed 
considorablo talonts, had great attainments, 
and a particular knowledgo of the ovents of 
tho period in which he had boen so con- 
spicuous; perhaps you woro a little too 
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quick in your temper, but from all I knew 
and heard, I believed you had a good heart. 
‘You will forgive me for being particular on 
this point. He then said, ‘It deponds on 
the Governor; he can bo useful to me, I 
cannot to him, He spoke of Lord 
Bathurst’s hate towards him,’ and added, 
he believed he was a bad man. I told him 
he was in an error as to his lordship’s 
private character, for ho Was esteemed and 
beloved by. his friends, and reforred him to 
Archdeacon Bathurst’s letters and reply 
(which was before us on the table), He 
said he had read them, ‘but are they true?’ 
I answered, T thought so. Bonaparte re- 
marked that for sovoral months vory fow 
persons visited Longwood, not oven to see 
Madame Bertrand; they were strictly 
questioned as to what passed in conversation, 
and gontlemon did not like that, Sir George 
Bingham formorly was accustomed to visit 
Longwood once a week; till within theso 
few days, they had not scon him for several 
1 Soo Cornhill Magazine for March 1887, 
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months, I replied that he had procludod 
visitors:from Longwood, by his letter to tho 
Governor requesting no passports should be 
given, He mado no answor, bub again 
apologized for the conversation. 

“T never saw him so moderate, and judg- 
ing from his manner I think any indulgence 
that may be shown him will be acceptable, 
As far. as I recollect, this is all that passed 
that had tho smallest relation to his situation 


at St, Helona, On this and evory occasion. 


I have made it a duty to inform you of his 
aentiments on that subject as expressed "to 
me in ow: conversations, I hope this will 
be satisfactory. I have tho honow: to-bo, 
“Yours faithfully, 
* Purwunuy Marcon. 


“P.S—I have omitted to stato that he 
complained thet, his most. useful servants 


had been taken from him, In speaking of 
the lotters writton by Count Bertrand. and: 


Montholon, I said I was cortain: that when 
he was in power he would have. becn ‘very 


n 
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angry with any of his governors if they had. 
permitted any -porsons’ under -their charge 

- to behave in so indecorous a manner, THe 

- replied that allowance should be made for . 

. the ‘irritation arising from their situation. 
I. answered. it. was very easy to be civil, 
particularly when writing from a closet,” 


The following is Sir Hudson’s reply-— . 


‘ * Plantation House, March 12, 1817. 


“My Duar Sir, . ne 
: “T beg to express my acknowledg- 
“ments for your communication of the 8th 
inst. Its perusal has excited some reflec- 
tions in my mind which I hasten to offer to 
you. I pass: over what was said on the 
‘Commissioners, the restrictions, my refusal... 
to allow: Genoral: Bonaparte to' see Count 
‘Las Cases, to see the botanist (who nover 
asked. to sce him), Bonaparte’s proposal 
through Dy. O’Moara for your. intermedéa-— 
tion’ (not mine to him, as might be inferred 
from the mode in which he stated it to 
- : 
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you), to come to the par whore you ‘Ox 


pressed yourself in go favourable a manner 
of mo, for which ] bog to assure you of my 
sincere thanks. In ascribing lo me, how- 
ever, a certain quickness of manner, T am 
willing to suppose you did not refer to any 
circumstance of my personal communications 
with him ; I think it would have been failing 
greatly towards a poxson in his situation. Lo 
show it, {dare appeal lo your own vecol- 
loction of the only convorsation you wilnossed 
between uS; whether in the opening of it, 
the progress, or the close, anything of that 
manner was apparent inme, Tf] gave way 
to any indignant fecling wt the extraordinary 
language and accusations with whieh ho 
ablacked me, it was, lo the best of my judy- 
mont, neither loo unfavowably or quickly 
uttered. T am the moro particular on this 
point as ib is tho only time you saw us 
togothor, 1 come now to a farther part 
whore Bonaparte observes fow porsons visiled, 
Longwood evon to sce Madame Bertrand ; 
the reason wes, Lhey were questioned as to 
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the conversation, which gentlemen did not 
hike. He has himself, you very justly 
Observed, excluded all visits to Longwood 
for theso six months past by the letter he 
caused. 10 be addressed 10 me; and since 
that period, you are almost the only English 
person who has had any conversations with 
him, But when visitors did go, I was not 
‘in the habit of troubling them with inter- 
rogations, and can boldly appeal 10 evory 
person who has been permitted to visit at 
Longwood, or the Bertrands, for The delicacy 
I have observed on this point. I should 
not the less, however, expect, if anything 
important for me to leayn was said, that it 
should be made known to me, If I thought 
resorve practised I would not hesitate to 
question, considering any conversation had 
with General Bonaparte and his suite, which 
has relations to my duties on this island, or 
embracod any subject of political interest, 
ought as a matter of course to be communi- 
cated to me, as well as to the situation I fill 
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‘hore,.as-to the confidence Government has 
-roposed in, mo, boing at the samo time 
rendered by their instructions the respon- 
sible person for all communications with him. 
I am porhaps the moro particular on this 
point on account of the difficulty his conduct 


with him, Sir G. Bingham visited Long- 
wood after the letter requesting me to give 
no further passports ; he did not ropoat. his 


visits because Bonaparte held an improper: . 


style of cdhvorsation before him, and I feol 


obliged to him for marking his sense of it 


in so proper @ manner. 


#Tho manner in which you exprossed your 
opinion to Genoral Bonaparte of the notice”. 


takon by Sir G. Cockbun and myself of tho 


letters addrossad to ws by Counts Montholon * 


and Boxtrand, will have impressed him with 
your disapprobation of their conduct; in:this 


way you may have dono soine good.» I - 


have not beforo ‘mo the ‘letters of Sir G 
Cockburn, nor do I know the motives that 


n 


si 


has thrown in the way of my own relations 
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_ dictated his reply. The only letter of any 
significance which I received from Bertrand 
was not, to the best of my recollection, shown 
to-you, nor my.reply. I shall have much . 
pleasure inshowing them; you will, I think, 
say I-could not go much further, Supposing 
‘Thad resolved on sending Count Bertrand 
‘away, what was to be done with his wife and 
children—her on the point of confinement 
and, unable to move? Tile letter you saw 
‘written tae by Count Montholon was written 
by the express commands and divcctions of 
Bonaparte, Thé Count by no means escaped 
notice for it, but until I received instruc- 
tions. on such a point, I was careful it should 
not be of such nature as to forward ond 
‘assist the particular object for which Bona- 

“parte mado’ him write it; "besides, if I had 
sent.him.away, what was to be done in such 
‘yw cagé. with, the Countess Montholon, who 
was’. precisely. in tho same situation as, 
Madame Bertrand? Count Las Cases’ case . 
was’ very different; acts-in direct violation 
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of tho law, clandostine and insidious, wero 
those he attempted, and the oxample was 
very properly made on him who was worlt 
ing most in tho dark. Whatever was tho 
system pursued with the othors, they have 
evidently both amended on it, 

“On the wholo, sir, I beg to express my 
best acknowledgments for the obligingness 
and interest of your communication to mo, 
I cannot be more desirous than I always 
have been to yield every indulgence to 
Bonaparte that my instructions can proporly 
admit; and I have modified somo of the 
restrictions, and am,as you know, doing the 
samo with somo of tho others, but tho 
principle of them must remain tho samo, 
What is irksome in thom arises, you must 
bo sonsiblo, more from his own mannor of 
viewing and acting on thom, than from 
any positive rostraint the rules thomselves 
opposo. It vests, thereforo, in a great 
méasure upon himself to render thom casy 
to him; he will nevor find me backward in 
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assisting him to lighten them when an 
ulterior object is in view. 
. “T yvemein, my dear Sir, 
“ Your obliged, etc, 
“HL Lows, 

“8m P, Matconar. 

P,S.—Did General Bonaparte at your 
last conversation say anything to you on 
the subject of Dr. Warden's book?! That 
and the accounts of the*riots must have 
attracted his particular attention.” 


s 


; : “ March 12th, 

“My Dar Str, : 
“Thave to acknowledge the receip 
of your letter of this day’s date, and beg to 
assure you that my remarks on tho quick- 
ness of ‘your manner did not refer to any 
circumstance of your personal conversation 
with Bonaparte, for both the times that I 
accompanied you to Longwood, I admired 


1 Warden was medical officer. on board the Worth- 
umberland, the. ship which took Napoleon to St, 
Helena, His Letters from St. Helena has nevor been 
considered a book of value, 
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the coolness and readiness of your replies; ° 
bub in speaking my sontimonts of your 
gonoral character, T made use of the words 
as slated in my lebter of the 8th instant, end 
as Thad done so [£ would nob concoal thom 
from you, ag it is my maxim in Hfo to bo 
open and candid on all subjects, Bona- 
parte did not mention Warden’s hook, and 
his only remark on tho riots was, that such 
disturbancos only strengthened the hands of 
ministors. ; 
° «Yours faithfully, 
“P, Manconm, 
“Sm IL, Lown.” 


“My Drar Sir; 

“Lam much abligod to you for tho 
readiness and kindness of your explanations 
ag to tho remark made on the quickness of 
my tempor, So long as Bounparic did nob 
rvogard it in the light of any acknowledg- 
mont made to him for such a defoet, 1 am 
quile ab case about ib; otherwise as il stood 
it might havo favoured one of tho most un- 
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founded accusations he has brought against 
me. In whatever light you may havo 
spoken of it, bo assured, sir, I feel most 
sensible of your candour, in your repeating 
it tome. I shall cnclose your letter to Mz, 
Jackson, who will sce that Lieutenant Lee, 
his xelation, has not been neglected. 

j “T remain, my dear Sir, 

“ Your obliged, cte., 
e «H. Lows. 
“Sm P, Maucoum.” 


v 
oe 


1817. March 25th. The Admiral went to 
Longwood, accompanied by Lady Malcolm, 
Captains Stanfoll and Testing. Captain 
Stanfell had never scon Bonaparte, although 
he brought Su Hudson to St. Holona, but 
in part ib was his own faull. They first 
called on Madame Bortrand ; she took Lady 
Malcolm into anothor room and told hor she 
had received lettors from the Due de Fitz 
James, who told her he could not act othey- 
wise than he had done on her husband’s 


trial, but nob 10 be measy at his condemna- 
K 
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tion; ib would have no consequences, and 
vary soon they would be able to retin, if 
not lo France, to England.’ She seid jt 
was their wish to remain with the Emporor 
as long ‘ts possible, but in justice to their 
children they ought not lo slay above cight 
months longer, for their cldesL boy in 
particular was of av age to require education, 
Bertrand announced that Bonaparte was 
veady 10 roceiverus, We found him in. the 
billiard-room with Madame Montholon, and 
all his smite; after some compliments to 
Lady Malcolm, on Captain Stanfell’s being 
introduced he remarked he had not secon 
him before, asked tho name of his ship, and 
if ho was marrieds and had children. On 
hearing ho had just arrived from. the Cape, 
ho tuquired if he had scou Las Cases, and 
whethor he was at libaty, Captain Stantoll 
anawored thal he was living ab Lord Chaxlos 
Somerset's country house, Newlands, where 
*1 th 1821, after Gon. Bortvand’s raturn to Hranee, 
his conviction was annulled, and hoe wns restored to 
his military rank and honours, 


an 
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he had visited him; that numbers did so; 
also his son’s health was much improved. 
The young man was frequently in Cape 
Town ; he had derived much advantage from 
the prescriptions of the wonderful young 
physician, Dr. Barry,’ who became master 
of his profession at the age of seventeen. 
Bonaparte remarked that a similar medical 
phenomenon had appeared in France named 
Bichat; he died at the ag@ of twenty-cight 
yeats, which was a great misfortune ; had he 
lived it was expected he would kuve added 
much to the science, He asked Captait 
Festing if he was married, who answered. 
“No,”—" Then you are boy.” Bertrand ob- 
served that was not godd English; gargon 

1 There is a notice of Barry in the Dictionary of 
National Biography. Barry was a woman, but passed 
all her life for a man, She served in the Medical 
Department of the Army, and attained tho rank of 
Inspeotor-Ganoral At tho date reforred to ahove 
she was serving with a regiment ab the Capo, Her 
sex was discovered after her death in ‘July 1865, 
Bichat, the celebrated physiologist, was boin in 
Novembe: 1771, and died in July 1802, in his thirby- 


first year, 
a 
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—was bachelor. Ho then asked many ques- 
lions about Scotland ; ho anid ib was a poorer 
country than ngland. Tho Admiral allowed, 
ib was, but added that it had boon much 
onziched by the numbers of Scotchmen who 
had made fortunes in the colonies, and 
xotwrned and setiled in their native place. 
“Yes,” said Bonaparte, “mountuincors alwaye 
love their country ;” then addvessing Lady 
Malcolm he askéd if she was not a moun- 
teincer, Ifo could nob clearly undorstand 
Scotch yRers boing niade [nglish poors. 
Tho Admira] oxplained that ginco the Union 
thoro had been no creation of Scotch peors, 
nor in fact English, they wore British poors. ” 
«Thon all Scotch ‘peors must be of ancont 
family,” ho ropliod. To asked if Jord 
Keith and Lord Malville were Seotch poors ; 
ho know, he said, Uheir names wore Ehphin- 
stoue and Dundas. IIo then inquired what 
wore the names of the greab frmilics in 
Scotland—if Douglis was nob ono of the 
fost. ‘The Admiral said “Yes,” and then 
mentioned several others Ho seemed 
ad 
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anxious to undorsland the ranks of the 
different classes of nobility in England, and 
‘if they did not generally take their titlo 
from their estates. Ho then spoke of the 
titles of Nelson and Wellington. Tho 
Admiral oxplained that sometimes the title 
was taken from an cstaté, sometimes from 
the name, and others from a remarkable 
event in the life of the individual. Ho 
instanced Earl St. Vincent? Ho then spoke 
of the play that had been acted in tho 
valley a few days before, viz, Zhe Rivals. 
He know. it was written by Sheridan, with 
whose wit and talents he appeared well 
acquainted. He remarked on the difficuliy 
“of a person not conversint with a language 
reading poetry; ho could read English 
newspapers 10 be amused by them, but he 
should never speak the language, for ho 
could not pronounce it, nor could he read 
poetry. Did we consider Milton as a great 
poet? he was an infernal one, “ Yes,” said 
the Admiral, “and. a celestial one also,” for 
he had described Ffcaven as well as Hell, 
‘ 
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that ho was considered one of our first. 
Bonaparte asked if he was nol one of the 
rogicides who voled the death of Charles. 
Tho Admiral gaid he had not voted .for 
the death of tho king, for he was not in 
parliamont, but after it had taken place 
he wrote in defence of it, in consequence 
of which he believed Cromwell employarl 
him as his sogretary. Bonaparte tivieo 
asked tho Admiral if he was certain that 
Milton was not a regicide ; ho then inquired 
if tho English, like the French Janguage,’ 
had beensmuch changed sinco the days of 
Shakspeare, and whothor his plays had nob 
beon modernized—if Dryden and Addison 
had nob mado a change in tho lenguago, 
Tho Acmaival gaicl (hose euthors had improved 
it, but tho chango had taken pleco by 
dogreos and imporeoptibly, Tlo asked if 
we had not acelobratod poot named Byron ? 
“Yos, Lord Byron; ho is a poor of Lingland, 
If is much admired; thers wore soveral 
others in high estimation, this was the 


poctic age in England,” Bonaparto said 
a 
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Italian poetry was fine, thejr prose bad; it 
was difficult fora person not well acquainted 
With Itahan to read their poetry, they cut 
thgir words. 

He then inquired when the Conqueror 
was expected, and what class of ship she 
was—he had been told the Northumberland 
was built on a French model. ‘ Yes,” said 
the Admiral, “from that of one of the ships 
captured in 1794 by Lord‘Howe.” He asked. 
if the Tonnant was the same taken from 
the French at Aboukir; if she lad suffered 
much in the action. He inquired what 
name we had given to tho Guillawme Tell. 
Tho Admiral said the Malta, and that our 
Canopus had been thé Franklin. He re- 
marked that all these were of the same 
class, and fine ships. IIc asked what de- 
scription of ships we used to transport 
cavalry? “Shall vessels that took between 
thirty and forty horses.” He then asked 
tho Admiral how many regimonts had been 
landed at Ostend from America, Tho 
Admiral said six or seven, but they wero 


¢ 
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not all at tho battle of Waterloo ; some wore 
at Ghent, others at Brussels, Bonaparte 
then turned to Lady Maleolm, and asked, 
hor if she played choss, Sho replied, “A 
little.” To ordered tho choss-board in the 
imer room. They sat down to tho tablo; 
the gentlomon formed a circle round them, 
Bonaparte played quick, talking at timos to 
the. Admival; sometimes he made a fala 
move, and at othors bad ones; ono: of 
his suite generally told him of his mis- 
take, ‘Chey also noticed a bad move which 
Lady Malcolm made, which ho desired 
her to tako back, ‘Lady Malcolm won, at 
which ho laughed, and said he would try 
another game. Te slesived Lady Malcolm 
as before to take tho move, ho playod with: 
move attention, and won; their play was 
noarly on a par, Ifo then proposed going 
‘to the other room as it wits colder; from 
the windows -ho observed one of tho brigs 
eruising 5 ho said it must bo a tiresume om-. 
ployment, . They then spoke of the number'- 
of India ships aud passengers ‘that came to. 
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8t° Helena, ‘the length of the ‘passage to 
‘China, the size of the ships, and the number ' 
- bf their crews, On speaking of tlfe harbours 
oy the French. coast, the Admiral said he 
liad been much‘ employed off Brest, and had 
good shelter in Douarnenez Bay. Bonaparte 
laughed and said that. he had ordered 
mortars to be prepared, ‘that would have 
"made us keep’ a proper distance; they were 
‘to be placed on the. heights; the same sort 
as those he used to keep Admiral Pellew 
from Hydres Islands, He then spoke of the 
English’ diplomatic charactors,, with the 
highest praise of Lord Cornwallis, whoso ° 
“name he never mentioned but with. on-_ 
comiums. -He mentioned Lords St. Helens, 
Malmesbury, and ‘Whitworth, as able men; 
hut for your Drakes, Rumboldts, Jacksons, 
and. Mackenzies,’ such gentlemen as these aro... : 
1. Drake was the British reprosentative at the 
Court*of Bavaria in 1804 after the outbreak of war 
at the rupture of the Peace of Amions,. ‘Whilo filling 
. this. capacity he took.an active part in socking to 
promote disaffection against the oxisting governs. 
ment in France, Under pressure from France the ° 
s 
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not to be depended on.” Te said he had 
heard that Seolchmen drank very much, 





Bavarian Covernmont dismissed him, 'Tho diplomatic 
dosumonts to which tho incident gavo riso aro not 
yory instructive, tho principal papers aro to bo 
found in tho Annual Reyistes for 1804, Drako was 
ontiroly tho dupe of tho agont employed by him in 
Branco. 

Tn tho samo year oeeurrod tho ingident boat known 
in tho carcor of Six Goorgo Rumboldt, Eo was 
British ministor at Wambug, accredited bo the Cirelo 
of Lowor Saxony, of which tho King of Prnssin was 
at tho head, « Six Goorge was aoivod by Mronch agonts 
and carried to Pavis with his papors, Tho Prnasian 
King, wndor, the advico of his ministor Unrdonborg, 
protested, and Kumboldb was rolonsod. 

Thoro wore two brothors Jacksons in the Mnglish 
diplomatic sorvico, Tiangis, tho older, was Vritish 
miniator in Monneo for nonvly a year aftor tho Poaoo 
of Amiens, Tle was sont to Dommerl in 1807, and 
prosonted tho ullimabum tho vojeation of whigh was 
followed by tho desteuction of tho Danish feeb. Shr 
Qoorgo Fuckson served tndor his older Irothar in 
France, and was again in Pavia With the Alos in 
1814. Ifis Diaries and Lottors, published by hia 
widow, mo woll known, 

eMackenzio reprovouted Gront Britain in 1810, in 
tho unsuccessful nogotintions for tho oxchange of 
prisonors voforred bo in the Diney wider date 8rd 
May, 1817, 
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and turning to Lady Maleolm said—Is it 
truc they never get up from table till supper 
is ready?” She replied that formerly it: 
ws too much tho case, but not so now, 
drinking was no longer the fashion. “Bon,” 
said he, “ but it was the fashion when the 
Prince Regent was young. I have been told 
he sometimes sat at table till he fell off his 
chair; was it not so?” The Admiral said 
such glories were always exaggerated ; he 
followed the then fashion, like other young 
men of the country. IIc asked Lady 
Malcolm if her pelissc was English silk? 
—she said it was China—if the English 
silk was cqual 1o the French? She 
said “No,” sho belidved Lyons was yet 
unrivalled for silk. Te then took leave. 
May 3rd. The Admiral went to Long wood 
from Plantation Ifouse, where he had been 
staying some time, in consequence of the 
sickness of Captain Meynal. Bonaparte 
spoko of the sickness of the island, anc of 
Captain Meynal’s illness, They thon con- 
versed on the condition of Europe, Ile re- , 
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chpitulated his formor idons, and snid that 
the French could not pay tho oxponses ‘that 
wore now levied on them without forco; 
which, if usod, would zendor the Bourbons 
“more and more unpopular, To said wo 
might have avoided the last war with Spain 
by cajoling her a little, bub it was good. 
policy in us declaring that war. Wo gainod 
more than we lost; but wo should not havo 
taken the gallons: “the monoy was nob 
worth the irvitation that ib caused in. tho 
mind of fie Spaniards against ‘you!’ It: 


1 By tho tronty of San Tdofonso (1706) Franco 
and Spain bocamo allios, and onch undertook to assist. 
tho other, in caso of attngl, with mon and ships, In 
Ostobor 1803 a frosh conyontion was ontovad into, by 
which, in liow of its formor obligations, Spain booamo 
bound to mako to Franco a flxod paymont of 
6,000,000 francs a month, ‘This at a timo whon, 
Franco was ab wer with England would of. cow's 
have abundantly justified the British Government in 
deolaving war against Spain, But without a doolara- 
tion of war, and whilo nogotiations with Spain wore 

-atill procooding, tho British Governmont give ovdors 
to tho floct to intoreopt tho treasure frigates from 
Amorioa bound for Cadiz, This order was carried 
ont by Captain Moore in command of fowr frigates. 


* 
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gave me (Bonaparte) Pleasure, because it 
sot them all against you.” The Spanish 

“Government were never afraid: of him, they 
looked. on him as a defender of royalism ; 
» Dut they had dreaded the .’democratical: 

principles of the Directory. . He said he 
received:. very: little cash from them (the 

Spaniards); they gave him orders on Vera 

Cruz’ for dollars, which orders he always 
_ Hegotiated in London ; his agents. went by 

Amsterdam in general, and smugglers 

‘brought him gold, and the renminder was 

paid by orders on the Continent. 
“Copenhagen Hapedition. "This. was 
foolish—he did not want the. Danish flect,: 

‘Tt was their seamen he wanted to man hig 

‘ships, of which he had. plenty; and our >. 

attack threw. them into his.arms ; they were 
wavering before and making all sorts: of. 

OxGuEeR.. ws 





To October 1804. he. fell is with the Spanish frigates, 
of which onewas blown up in the action which folloWed,: 
‘while tho other three with the treasures on board them” 
aera captured. This precipitated the war with Spain, 


4 
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Exchange of Prisoners and Detained 
Trowellers, IIe said wo had soized the 
French twavelling on the seas boforo ou 
ambassador quitled Paris, and he had done 
so by thoso on land by way of retaliation, 
The Admiral said that the crews of the 
ships laken before tho declaration of war 
were sont to France. Ifo denied it; somo, 
perhaps, he said wero, but nob all, and fow 
till wo found he intonded to keop ow 
travellers, “But,” said the Admiral, “you 
would nover agree to mm exchange on a fair 
footing.” Ie zxeplied that his proposals 
wore vory fair—first, that wo should sond 
threo thousand Vrenchmeon, for which he 
“would send ono thousand lnglish, ono 
thousand Spanish, and ono — thousand 
Cormans, who had fought with our army. 
Ho had only ton thousand English, who by 
that arravgemont would all-bo exchanged, 
for you had fifty thousiud french.” “ But 
why not,” said the Adinival, “accopt our 
oNor, Mrench for English, and then French 


for foreigners?” “ Bovause whon you had 
- 
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got your ten thousand prisoners, you would 
have found excuses and stopped the ex- 
change.” The Admiral replied that the 
same argument applied to his “mode, par- 
tieularly as he stipulated to receive’ none 
but in perfect health, and that it appeared 
to him that the two Governments did not 
choose to trust each other, On this and 
on many other occasions he referred the 
Admiral to specches of pur parliament to 
show that he had offered fair. He said 
the Enghsh never understood fhe French 
revolution, because they compared it 10 the 
times of Charles the Second, that there was 
not the least resemblance; had the French 
been more moderate and not put Louis to ~ 
death, all Europe would have been rovolu- 
tionized; the war saved England, We 
compared him to Cromwell, it was not just; 
Cromwell was placed at the head by the 
amy. The voice of France called him io 
the throne, The Admiral replied that they 
had now changed, for the unarmed part ‘of 
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the nation were against him. “Not so 
much as you think;” thoso on tho const 
and in manwaeluring towns he allowed 
might bo so, for they wanted peaco and 
commereo, “But,” said ho, “you mitel 
vomombor that almost every Ironchman 
has beon a soldiov.” Ifo then said T 
dostwoyed the revolutionary principles in 
Trance and in other cormnrtries; but the 
ulicd powors heve again brought them 
forward hy forcing the Bourbons on the 
nation, cmlary to tho public opinion.” 
Tho Admiral contended, it was nol contrary 
to the opinion of a large proportion, and 
that of the best of the inhabitants; and if 
France could ho kept Wanquil somo years, 
tho Bowbons would become popular ; ‘bul 
ho novor would bolievo the Admiral on this 
heat. 

Algiers, IIe proposed olo the English 
ministors after the Peace of Amiens to 
desiroy Algiors, but thoy would not agroe 
to an united expedition. 
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Matta. Lord Whitworth proposed to 
give him (Bonaparte) a large sum, thirty 
millions of francs, to let us keep Malta, 

on speaking of England he said—* The 
English nobility are the chiefs of the 
populace, and the French are the masters; 
they aro a vain, poor set. You have seen 
Montchenu, he is a fit representative of the 
ancient class The other day when he met 
Genoral Gourgaud, he spoke of the antiquity 
and greatness of his family, so do they all 
in France ; and to those, as in thi¢ case, who 
have risen by the Revolution, nothing on 
mark more strongly their want’of sonse.” 
Bonaparte at the finish of this conversation 
made some allusions 1g his situation. The 
Admiral endeavoured 10 show him that ho 
never could bo comfortable unless he was 
on better terms with Sir Tudson, and re- 
assured him lioW anxious the Governor was 
to vender him so. Ile said that English. 
men always supported each other againgt 
foreigners. They spoke of the expected 

tu 
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‘rival. of Tord Amhorst? ‘The: Admival 
remarked that it would be an oxeellont 
occasion for Six TTtudson and him to moot ib 
his‘lordship’s introduction, without voforence 
to anything past, Bonaparte made to, 
particular reply, but said he should like 
to. sco strangors, but he would not: till the 
huniliating restrictions were changed. 

On tho Admiral’s retwwn to Plantation 
TIouse, ho related> some parts of the foro- 
going conversation to Sir Tudson, particu. : 
laily that? part vospocting Lord Amherst,. 
Te seemed . to apprehend that Bonaparte 
might suppose it was a proposition from ~ 
him, “but I-had,; as T told him, assured 
Bonaparte i¢ was only an idea of my own.” 

June Loth, ThoAdmival and Lady Mileolm 
~ went to Longwood accompanied by Captain 
- Jones of tho Julie and Major Boyeo. of the® 

Marines,. Thoy found Bonaparto in tho 


1 Lord Amhorsb was ab this bio roturning from § 
mF ombassy to Chinn, Ilo was afterwards ote 
1828) Governor ~Gonoral of Tadia, 

5 a 
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billinrdsrojpe After giving something to 

each, he requested Lady Malcolm and. the 
“Admiral to-go into the next room;. he 

observeg to Lady Malcolm ‘that it.was long 
~sthee he had seen her. -He noticed her 

‘gown; she said it was Scotch: muslin, to 

which he replied it was right-to wear the 
_ maniifactires of our own countries. He | 
' then pointed to the bust of the King of 

Rome, he said he had gust. got it. Lady 
-.Maleolm remarked. the beautiful ews of 
“othe hair, Bonaparte, smiling, said— He has. - 

fair hair, like a Scotchman,” . She remarked. 
’ that the features resembled his. ‘He replied, 

» the lower part of the face was like his, but 
the upper like the Empress, The Admiral 
~asked.,who, made it; he said an artist at 
-' Leghorn; he had made two, one for the* 
Empress and one for him. Bonaparte 

thought . it «vell done,—although: ‘the: 
*. Governor had told Bertrand that it was a 
“ méuvaise piece of cut stone, not worth. the 
< hundred pounds the man asked for it. He 

added ‘it was brought by the gunner of one 
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of tho store-ships, and Siv Thomas Reade 
had told the captain he ought to have thrown, 
it overboard. ‘lho Admival did not beliove 
Sir Thomas had said s0,—ho should not give 
credit, 40 such yoporls,—Sir Thomas hatl 
enemies, ad things were told of him that 
were not true, Bonaparte replicd that somo 
officors had heard him, and turning to Lady 
Malcolm, asked hev if it was not barbarous, 
Sho replied 1 was ro barbarous (hat sho did 
nob boliove Sir Thomas capable of il, To 
said he ivtended lo have written on tho 
subject, but the captain of the ship denied to 
Bertrand that Sir Thomas had made uso of 
the expressions, Bonaparte appeared much 
pleased with the bust; ho said it was to him 
invaluable, Bonaparte thon askod if' the 
Admival had voul Lord Bathurst's speach 
in voply to Lord Tollund’s of the 18th March, 
1817.2 {Lo said ib was fulb of falsohoods, 


1 Qn tho 18th March, (817, Lord Tlolland in tho 
Tlonso of Lords moved for papers connected with 
Napoleon's Aotontion and treatmont, and called atien- 
tion to various matlars Lo which he took excopiion, 


_ His speech was based upon Count Montholon’s lotter, 
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and. offered to show the Admiral the letter 
he was writing in answer, the beginning of 
ewhich was finished. The Admiral declined 
gecing it, Bonaparte urged it several Limes, 
but the Admiral persevered in his refusal, 
saying that it was to no purpose his reading 
it; he had no authority to interfere in any 
way respecting the treatment of him and his 
suite, he visited him as an individual; that 
it would give him singere pleasure lo seo 
him more comfortable, and he had frequently 
pointed out to him, what he cénceived the 
best mode, namely, a reconciliation with the 
Governor, who, he repeated, was-anxious to , 
do all in his power for him. Bonaparte 
frequently interrupiql the Admiral to say 
that Siz IIudson deceived him, that he had 
no wish to make his situation agreeable, | 
Tho Admiral added, when he refused to read ‘ 
the letter, that if it was sent to Sir Hudson, 
Bonaparte might rely on its being forwarded 





G 
referred to, p.16,note Lord Bathurst, the Ministér for 
‘War and the Colonies, to whose department the matter 
appertained, replied on behalf of the Government, 
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to.ministors. Tle scomed to doubt this, and, 
advorting to Lord Bathurst's specch, said, 
his lordship could nob have been in, posses-" 
sion of tho restxictions of the 9th of Octoboy, 
and his obgervations thereon, olhorwiso he 
must havo wilfully made wrong statements, 
Ho was glad to seo that tho treatmont 
obsorved towards him could only be defended 
by falschoods, for cithor the Govornor had 
not wriblen the facts, or Lord Bathurst had 
misstated thom, for in the specch were 
calumnics did misstatements, ‘Tho Admiral 
roplied that the specch of Lord Bathurst was 
not correctly given in all tho nowspapors, 
and porheps in none; he had only seon 
ono, and ho wndorstood it was very diffor- 
ontly slalod in others, Bonaparte ropliod, 
tho expressions might differ, but there could 
not bo any greab difference in tho substance, 
The Admiral said he felt donvinced that 
the restrictions weve sent home hy Sir 
Tugson, bub he (Bonaparte) continued to 
dowbt it, and added it was absurd to say tho 
restrictions of the 9th of Ovtober were for 
¢ 
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his comfort. If he rode or walked out, and *~ 
accidentally met a person he was inclined 
to speak to, was there any comfort in being 
obliged to pass him and only say good-day ? 
(this expression and ‘comfort’ he spoke in 
English)—to say that the restrictions were 
_ for his comfort, was much the same as the 
Governor's saying he had not made any 
changes in his treatment, The Governor 
began making changes,in the month of 
August, although the restrictions were not 
dated till October the 9th. »Bonaparte 
added—“ I feel the changes, and you might 
as well tell a person you were béating with 
a stick that you were not beating him 
whilst he was smarting with tho blows, as 
the Governor to tell mo he had made no 
changes, while I am suffering by them.” 
The Admiral replied, all these things which 
were now so unpleasant might have been 
prevonted had Sir Hudson and he met on 
amicable tcrms; he continued to mistake 
the Governor's charactor, who always wished 
to make him comfortable,—he was certain 


* 
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such was his wish, bub he prevented him, + 
Bonaparte exclaimed Beh! and turned away 
towards the window, bub soon recovering, 
he returned saying— [le deceives you,—he 
is a cunning man,—you don’t know hii, 
When ho first arrived 1 was prepared to 
think well of him, bul tho first timo J saw 
him, ho said with his ugracious manner he 
was ompowered Lo impose additional vestric- 
tions on me, and tho secoud interview he 
proposed to sond away my physician, and 
take one af his choosing. 1 roplied to this 
last proposition, that he might if he pleased 
sond him away, T would not tnke another; 
he meant mo to havo Dr. Buxtor.” ‘The 
Admiral said Di, Baxter was an oxcollent 
man, Bonaparte sail ib might he so, bub 
he did not choose (o have n person about 
him from the Governor, who soon alter 
proposed to aond away all his feiouds, Was 
this a modo bo conciliato a man in my situa 
tion?” The Admizal repeated that it was 
the Governor's wish to amoliorate what was 
disagrocable in his situation, and ablributed 
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much of what he considered unpleasant, to the 
izritation that he (Bonaparte) gave way to. 
dle added—* You would not have allowed 
one of your Governors to be treated as you 
&id Sir Hudson in my presence on the 18th of 
August.” Bonaparte again turned from the 
Admiyal, exclaiming Bah! as before, but 
instantly recovering, returned and said, 
unjust as England has been towards him in 
sending him to St. Helena, this vilo rock, 
he did not consider_it so great an injury as 
appointing a character such as Six Hudson 
to be its Governor. “Had such a man as 
Lord Wornwallis beon appointed,'I could not 
have had a reasonable complaint. I do not 
mean a peer, a man of his rank, I mean a 
man who resembled him in character.” The 
Admiral again and again assured lim, that 
ho had taken an improper prejudice against 
Sir Hudson, awd that he did not despair of 
hearing of them being on good terms. 
Bonaparte said the Governor had informed 
him that ho could not send a letter to the 
Regent open, without its being first read by 
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him, and. that after that tho ministers must > 
renil it, before ib met the Vrince’s oyes. The 
Princo was the same as tho King, aud was ib 
to be belioved that the King of Ingland 
could not roceivo a sealed letter? ‘Mo 
Admiral veplied thal what had heen said 
respecting not delivoring a sealed Jettor to 
tho Regent, only referred Lo his (Bonaparte’s) 
particular case ; thet such was tho lew, and. 
had it not been so, some of the peers would 
have zoplicd to that part of Loud Bathurst's 
speech, Ife then suid—‘ Thoy all gall mo a 
prisoner of war; as such T havo a right to 
polition the Princ.” “ Assuredly,” said the 
Admiral, “Dut all petitions are sent epon 
that are addressed bo,the Prince in Council, 
and if you sond one of that nature it will 
not be stopped.” ‘The Adinival hore added, 
that ho was certain that Sir Tudson had 
soul home evory Wausuelion* helween thom. 
“Vos,” suid ho, “bub changed to spib his 
own purpose,” ‘Phia the Admiral would 
nob allow. Bonaparte went on—“* livery 
prisoner in England if ill-troptod may claim 
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the protection of the magisiraics, Thon >“ 
why am I, who ought to be protected by 
the English laws, placed in the sole powor 
of,one man to use me as he pleases? Why 
is not the Governor obliged to consult a 
council, as tomy tweatment, and the changes 
he may think it necessary to make? Such 
a council can easily be assembled. Tt might 
“ have consisted of you” (looking at the 
Admiral), “Sir G. Bingham, numbers of 
Government officers; in short, of any 
vespectable persons. Were I a pfisoncr to 
an arbilvary government it would be 
different, but as I am called a prisoner to the 
English, I should have the advantage of their 
laws. The Governor pretends he has aright 
to make what restrictions he thinks proper ; 
the bill only gives that right to the Govern- 
ment, not to subordinates.” The Admiral 
answered, as on”: former occasion, the basis 
of the restrictions were formed by ministers, 
but as they had not the necessary local 
knowledge, it was requisite that the mode of 
executing thom should be left to the Govor- , 
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nor, Bonaparte said—“On many accounts T 
had cause to complain of Sir Goorge Cock- 
burn, bul we never conversed together but 
wo wore salishied with each othor, bulb ib, is 
impossible to converse with Sir Tfudson. It 
was possible to live under the regulations 
established by Sir George, bub now wo are 
tortiwed to death by pin-point wounds,”— 
Té would have been moro humen, ho added, 
to have killed him at ones, ‘the Admiral 
roplied, his language was too strong, Bona- 
parte continued, his health was impaired by 
his treatment, The Admiral observed ho 
appeared in good health, ‘Yes, hedily,” 
ho ropliod,—* L have a slong constitution, 
but my montal powers will (ail, they will 
nol last two yes,” [fo required much 
exorcise on horseback,—he would have liked 
lo have lakon a vido with tho Admiral or 
Sir Ceorge Bingham,'—he"had thought of 
proposing ib lo the Adnival, but he know 
thal, Uhe second or third time, tho Governor 
would have found out somo indirect mode 
1 Brigadior-Gonoral, 


6 f 


DIARY 157 


of preventing it. “It was proposed that 
you should be a mediator between him and 
me; the moment I assented he flew off.” The 
Admiral replied, if he proposed riding with ~~ 
Sf George Bingham, no objections would 
be made to it, Bonaparte said that Sir 
George was a good man, that he had a great 
estcom for him, but he would not propose it, 
for he knew some obstacle would be put in 
tho way, and he would net subject himself 
to a refusal, The Governor had changed 
the orders to the officers on guard without 
informing him, and some of his people, 
‘aking their usual ride, were stopped; the 
ame might occur to himself had he been 
siding, so that he would not go out at all, * 
The officers’ orders were not distinct, they 
did not know how to act ;—but il was all of 
a picee,—everything was ambiguous and 
suspicious ; Sir dIudson, was afraid the coat 
he wore should discover his intentions, 
“ But,” added he, “this is the high-road “ 
from India; conccalment of my treatment is 
impossible, sooner or later cverything will 
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be known, and England will blush lov her 
Govornor, Sir Georga Cockburn permitted 
us to writo scaled notes to tho respectabje 
inhabitants ; even you, the Admiral, cannot * 
write mo a scaled nolo.” Observing fio 
Admiral about lo reply, he smiled, and con 
tinned—* T know you eannot, othorwisa you 
ave 100 woll brad not to have sont a note wilh 
the turtle the other day”—smiling again, . 
Was it nob you, thal sent me tho turtle? 
Why did you not wrile with iv?” Tho 
Admival enswered he had sont the turtle, but 
he had not wrillen with it; because he had 
not been ih the habit of writing to him, and 
wishod to avoid ib; when he had occasion 
lo write to Count Bertrand he had sealed 
his leblers, At this’ poriod of tho conver @ 
aelion Bonaparte took fram the table a. cuffea 
cup and saucer of tho most beautiful Mrench 
china, on which was peinigd an Neyplian 
view of Cleopatra’s Neodlo, saying, “Chis is 
agill for my Indy.” Whon she had admired 
il and thanked him, Bonaparte laughed and 
stil he would nob make tho Admiral any 
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present, for he would not hear reason. 
Ladies had more compassionate hearts than 
men for an object in misfortune,—Lady 
Maledlm said for the great men in misfor- 
tfno. He exclaimed, to bear misfortune 
was the only thing wanting to his fame. 
‘“T haye worn the imperial crown of France, 
tho iron crown of Italy; England has now 
givon me a greater and more glorious than 
cither of thom,—for it iss that worn by the 
Saviour of the world,—a crown of thorns, 
Oppression and every insult that*is offered 
to me only adds to my glory, and it is to 
the persecutions of England I shall owe the 
brightest part of my famo,” The Admiral 
said he was quite mistakon’as “to the inten- 
tion of England towards him; she wished 
him kept in security, but with every atten- 
tion to his comfort; ard again repeated, 
that he had himself to blamo that hoswas 
not so. Bonaparte then said ho was 
sensible of the attention he and the ladigs 
had received from tho Admiral and Lady 
Malcolm, in coming to sec them in their | 
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misfortune, “You wanted nothing from 4 
ine; I have no longor the power to do amy 
person service ; you come from the goodness | 
of your hearts.” Hngland, he said, called 
him General Bonaparte, a prisoner of. wilt, ; 
Ho certainly had boon a general, but it was 
no less fue that aftorwards ho had. beon 
First Consul, and then Mmperor of Trance. 
Whon on board the Bellerophon he had:.” 
thought of taking tho name of Colonel 
Muivon, but the English Government - 
objected. © “Once Princo Motternich ad-:. , 
dessod a paper to mo acknowledging, my 
titles, 1 drew a pon through tho words, 
saying ib was not nocessary to toll the name 
of tho sun then shining, overybody know)” 
it So every porson Tnows -f have been 
inst Consul and Mmporor, then, why restune - 
a tithe J quitted provions to those?” Ho 
thomquoted a text in Seripsuve, that David 
had said of Saul-—* Oneo an mointed: king,., 
ho must elways be a king.” Turning to. 
Lady Muleolm ho said, “You votd the Bible, 
1 His nido-do-camp, killodl at the battle of Arcolo, 


ry 


DIARY r6r 


"aid will vecollect it” (we have not found it). 
He: added—‘‘ Now am I a prisoner of war? 
“This funiture”. (looking round the room), 


“materials to build: a large house, things 
Bike these are-never sent to accommodate a 
prisoner of war; nor:was there ever known 
an admiral, 2 general, regiments, and ships 


- sent. to guard a prisoner of war. It is 


therefore nonsense, which contradicts itself.” 


~The Admiral replied tha’ his particular, case 


was. quite different from all others, there 


Was No precedent. Bonaparte said that had 


-»Mr, Fox been alive he would have stated his 


situation better than Lord Hollantl had done. 


‘ Lord Bathwst talked of his‘comforts; was 


» there | any in the miserable manner he had 


© been lodged. ever since he'had: been onthe 


~ island? The Admiral said he had declined 

- having a house builf,. He answered. “No,” 

“but ‘when the Governor proposed building ; 
F it, “aware, from the slowness. with. which. . 


everything was ‘done on the island, that it 
would take six years to complete it, he said 
he lad better ‘not. build it, as-he would be 
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dead or vomovod bofore it was finished, 
“Whon'tho Governor, obsorving what a bad 
bedroom 1 had, offered to add a room te 
thoso apartments, I particularly rofusod, not 
wishing 1o have my cars annoyed by constant 
hammoring fov many months. 1, however, 
did not gbject to a better house, provided 
it was in a siluation whore Lhore was shade 
and water. ‘The Governor might do as he | 
pleased.” Bonaparte said he did not blame 
the Governor for sonding away Piontkowski 
and his survants, becauso he Inew he was 
ordered to dose. Nor did he care how much + 
his provisions wore curtailed; the sale of 
his plato would continue to assist him in} 
procuring wheal was required, but ib was not 
very goncrous Woatmont. JLo did hot mind 
what was anid against him when ho was on 
the throne of Trance, (or whalover he then | 
did was known lo Uhousenals, who would 
apetk the trath; but to he calumniaicd 
when he was kopt at this secluded place, 
when tho truth could nob be known, was 
very hud, “All these misundorstandings 
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might be obviated, if you would meet the 
Governor,” said the Admiral; “ there will be 
a good occasion on the arrival of Lord 
Amherst,—forget the past, and you will go 
Sn bettor in future.” Bonaparte avoided 
this subject by saying to the Admiral— 
“You are so much of an Englishman there 
ig no reasoning with you ;* hke all English- 
men you think everything your countrymen 
do must be right, and a foreigner must be 
wrong.” Bonaparte vemarked that Sir 
Hudson wished everything should be a secret, 
and nothing was secret. “ He did not wish it 
to be known that iron railings had come out 
to shut me up, lke-a bird in a cage,—yet 
all the island knew it.” The Admiral xe- 
marked tho iron railing was ornamental fo 
the intended house, and there could be no 
seeret, as it was landed and put with the 
other matcrials, Bonaparte then apologized 


for detaining them so long speaking of his . 


1 This complaint 1s ,epeated as from Napoleon, in a 
letter from O'Meara to Sir Pulteney Malcolth of the 
231d June, 


’ 
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own concerns—isked the Admiral if he 
should sce him again before his departure, to 
which he replied in the aflirmative; they 
then took leave, 

On tho way from Longwood, tho Admirii 
mentioned, as was his custom, some of the 
conversation to Captain Jones and Major 
Boyce, avoiding always such parts as ro- 
garded Bonaparte’s situation at St. Eolona; 
and indecd what lo mentionod had already 
boon spoken of in the lown, Tho Admiral 
wroto to Siz ITudson, to relate cortain civ. 
cumstances that had occurred ab this inter- 
view. Ife"did not enter into all the par- 
ticulars, as Sir Tludaon’s late conduct had 
precluded him from oponing his mind. freoly 
to him, Sir Tudson’s reply gavo the Ad- 
miral much offence, ag it charged him with 
conceding matlors of * vonsaquonee which 
had boon promulgated by .Cuptain Jones, 
This lod fo 2 warm diserigsion; whon it ap- 
pomred that Captain Jones, in spoaking of 
Bonaparte in the heaving of a staff officer, 
who encouraged the conversation, montioned 


. 
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various circumstances, not as coming from 
the Admiral, but as topics that had been 
commonly talked of. This was repeated to 
Sir Hudson as having been originally told 
‘by the Admiral; and the staff officer de- 
claxed that he considered it his duty to 
relate all he heard 10 the Governor. The 
Admiral was now almost convinced that, 
through the same channel, many other un- 
founded reports had deen: made to the 
Governor; indeed it was put past a doubt 
by a letter which Sir Hudson & few days 
after addressed to him, by which it appeared 
that he had been misinformed on several 
points, To this letter the Admiral did not 
reply till the day he sailed, considering that 
a further discussion would not benefit the 
service, and would only embarrass the 
Governor, whilst he was occupied with Lord 
Amherst, andapreparing his despatches for 
England, A proposition was made to thes 
Admiral to destroy the letters that pad 
passed bettveen them on this occasion, which 
he consented to do; but there was after- 
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wards mado an exception to one’; the Ad» 
mival roplied all or none, ‘Tho Admiral 


» now discovored thal thoro was a system of 


+ 


spies on tho island, and that overy trifle, 
was reported to the Governor, With open, 
candid Tnglishmon this is eee and. 
must cause incaloulable evil. 

On the 8rd of July, ‘Adtuitit Plampin, by 
dosive of Sir P. Maleolm, spoke’ to Six IInd. 
son. respecting paying wv visib lo Bonaparte, 
and said how happy he would ho if he would 
accompany him, and if so wo would all go 
logothor, Sir Ifudson appeared woll pleased 
with the proposition, and said. that ho should. 
bo happy to present Admiral Plampin, but 
if it was moro accoptuble, that Admiral 
Maleolm would intwoduco him. Bertrand 
rolwmed for answer that Bonaparte would 
Do glad 10 soo tho Admiral; accordingly by 
desire of Sir Uudson they wont, They 


“found Bonaparte unwell; A-lmiral Maleohn 


had nover seen him so much apparently 
indisposed. On boing introduedd into the 
Dilliard-room, Borlwand proposed to Ad- 
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jniral Malcolm to go by himself: to iako 
lcave before he introduced, his successor, 
swhich he did. Bonaparte expressed his 
‘regret at his departure, with some commen 
“compliments, He then said—“If you. see 
. the Duke of Bedford and Lord Holland, 
will you say I thank them for-the books 
they sent me.” The Admiral bowed, and 
only replied he had not the ‘honour, of their 
acquaintince, “He meptioned Lord Ebring- 
ton, te whom he wished I would say that 
he remombered him ati Tba.* » Bonaparte 
then xequested I would introduce Admiral 
Plampin, which I did. The Admiral speaks 

Fronch fluently.” Understanding he had ‘ 
served in the Mediterranean, and that he 
had been at the edpture of Toulon—this 
sorved for conversation—and. the battle of 
tho Nile, Bonaparte asked him, as he had 
frequently dogo Admiral Malcolm, what’ 

draft of watexga ship-of-the-line should be, 
1 Lorde Ebrington’s account of these visits» has 


beon ropubfished in Maomillan's Magazine for 
December 1894, 


« 
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lightened to, to enter a port, Tis othor 
remarks were similar to what have boon: 
stated in formor conversations. They only 
remained a short time, On taking leave, 
Bonaparte desired his rospects to Lady 
Maleolm, and- expressed his rogret ai 
haying seen her, 


TUR END 
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